Quebec soldier goes on killing rampage 

.QUEBEC CITY (R)— A Canadian soldier weni on a wild sho- 
: oting spree with ar su6-machinegun in Quebec's provincial ass- 
emWy.Tuesday killing three people and wounding 1 4, police said. 
Police captured the man four and a half hours after he went on his 
deadly rampage and took a man hostage. It was not known imm- 
ediately if the hostage. had been' released unharmed. Witnesses 
■-'said the gunman, dressed in commando garb, burst into the local 
legislature Tuesday morning, yelling “Where are the assembly 
members? F warn to kill them.” Defence Minister Jean-Jacques 
- Blasi confirmed that the man-, who gave his name _as Denis Lortie. 
was a member of the Canadian armed forces. Police said the dead 
were all assembly employees. The wounded included television 
-cameraman Rejeanne Dionne, who was setting up his cameras for 
a morning session in the assembly. The gunman is reported to 
have Mid him:. “I'm sorry for wounding you but that's life." 
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Palestinians urged to return to home 

KUWAIT(AP) — The Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
has called on Palestinian residents in the Gulf region who hold 
travel permits from the Israeli occupation authorities to return to 
ihc West Bank and Gaza before the end of July and remain there 
at the risk of losing their jobs in the oil-rich region. Salim Al 
Zaanoun. the representative ol the PLO's main commando org- 
•anisation Fateh in the Gulf, said Monday tha't this was necessary 
to "undercut the arbitrary plans ot the l Israeli) occupation forces 
to empty the two regions of their legitimate inhabitants before 
Judaising the land." Mr. Zaanoun. who is also the deputy speaker 
of the Palestine National Council, the PLO parliamcnt-in-cxilc, 
called on the Arab states to "support the Palestinians financially 
to enable them to face to the new Israeli measure." Israel, which 
occupies the West Bank and the Gaza Strip since 1967. has 
reportedly made it known that it will discontinue as of July 30 
issuing travel permits to Palestinians abroad 
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King congratulates 
Czech leader 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King HussdnTufisday senutcable 
to the President, of. . the Cze- 
choslovak Socialist Republic. Dr. 
Justav Hus'ak. congratulating him 
in his name, and on behalf of Jor-. 
dan’s peojAe ahd government on 
the occasion .of -the Czech Lib- 
eration Day.'- In his C3ble. King 
Hussein wished the. Czechoslovak 
president every success in leading 
his people towards achieving fur- 
ther progress and prosperity. 

Ceausescu, Zia 
hold talks 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Presidents 
Nicnlac Ceausescu of Romania 
and Mohammad Zia Ul Haq of 
Pakistan discussed regional and 
international issues Tuesday dur- 
ing three hours of talks, Pakistani 
officials said. They said the two 
leaders and their, aides also dis- 
cussed ways to strengthen bil- 
ateral relations, but gave no other 
details of the talks. Speeches by 
the two presidents last night tou- 
ched on East- West tension, the 
Middle East, the Iran-Iraq war 
and the Soviet presence in Afg- 
hanistan. 

Israeli population' 
still growing 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel's pop- 
ulation rose by two percent during 
the past year and now stands at 
-4.170.00(1. the central bureau of 
statistics reported Tuesday. It said 
the population comprised 
3.452.0110 Jews (N3 per cent). 
552.000 Muslims (13 per cent). 

. 97.UIIU Christians I2.3_ per cent). , 
♦>9,000 Druze and other small \ 
minorities (1.7 per cent). I 

Fateh delegation 
to visit Moscow 

FUNIS (AP) — A delegation of 
Fateh, the main group within the 
Palestine Liberation Org- , 
anisadon. is scheduled to travel to ! 
the Soviet Union May 16. an off- ! 
icial Palestinian source said Tuc- I 
sday. The visit is at the invitation 
of the Soviet government, the sou- 
rce said, but the names of those 
going to Moscow were not rev- 
ealed. 

Sheikh Zayed urges 
greater Islamic unity 

DHAKA (R) — President of the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
Sheikh Zayed Ibn -Sultan At Nah- 
ayan. Tuesday called for greater 
unity among Muslim nations to 
strengthen the Islamic World- He 
made the pica during talks with 
Bangladesh President Hossain 
Mohammad Ershad. when they 
also discussed a wide range of bil- 
ateral. regional and international 
issues. 

Sudan emergency 
courts begin work 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Military 
courts set up under the recently 
declared state ol emergency have 
sentenced 43 defendants to var- 
ying prison terms and public whi- 
ppings in summary trials, the 
Sudan News Agency said Tue- 
sday. The official agency said the 
nine tribunals established by Pre- 
sident Jaafar Numeiri in the cap- 
ital began their work on Monday. 
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JANA says soldiers overpowered ‘terrorists’ 

Qadhaf! reportedly crushes 


coup attempt 

ROME (Agencies) — Forces loyal to Colonel 
Muammar Qadhafi apparently crushed an 
attempted coup launched Tuesday morning 
against the barracks where the Libyan lea- 
der normally lives with his family. Western 
diplomatic sources and an Italian news age- 
ncy said. 


"Qadhafi has apparently pulled 
through again. Our preliminary 
information is that the attack is 
over and the coup apparently fai- 
led." said a well-informed Wes- 
tern diplomat in Rome. 

“His resilience is ext- 
raordinary,” the diplomat told the 
Associated Press in a telephone 
interview. “The number (of att- 
ackers) we keep hearing is 20. but 
we don’t know if that is how many 
people were involved from the 
beginning or holding out at the 
end.” 

Diplomats and businessmen in 
Tripoli reported several hours of 
gunfire in the Libyan capital Tue- 
sday. 

The ‘diplomats and bus- 

- inessmen. contacted by Reuters 
through telephone in Tripoli said 
shooting including automatic rifle 
and heavy weapons fire had bro- 
ken out Tuesday morning and 
continued until mid-afternoon. 

They said the reason for the 

— — ■ 'i-ji •— ftJau.--.-w ■ — — 

Gemayel 
win over 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — President 
Amin Gcmaycl failed -Tuesday to 
win the backing of the last major 
political figure opposing a new 
government of national unity in 
Lebanon, cx-Prcsidcnl Suleiman 
Franjieh. 

Mr. Franjieh. a pro-Syrian 
Mamnitc Christian who has sup- 
ported the mainly Muslim opp- 
osition. said after meeting Mr. 
Gemayel he stood by his demands 
for the removal of" Israeli agents" 
from the nine-day-old cabinet of 
Prime Minister Rashid Karami. 

He did not name the "agents ” 
but he is known to be bitterly opp- 
osed to Pierre Gemayel and Cam- 
ille Chamoun. two right-wing 
Mamnitc leaders in the 10-man 
cabinet. 

IMr. Franjich's Greek-orthodox 
son-in-law Abdullah Rassi. who 
has been named interior minister, 
has boycotted the cabinet in sup- 
port of the ex-presidem’s dem- 
ands. 

Mr. Gemayel drove 35 kil- - 
ometres north to the coastal town 
of Batroun for his meeting with 
Mr. Franjieh but failed to per- 
suade him to give the go-ahead for 
Mr. Rassi to take an active role in 
the cabinet. 

Mr. Franjieh is the last political 
leader holding out against Mr. 
Karamfs cabinet following Mon- 
day's decision by ShFitc Muslim 


apparent fighting was not known. 
But the Italian news agency 
ANSA said a group of 30 men. 
:..i>icd with automatic rifles and 
rocket-propelled grenades, had 
attacked the Bab Al Azzazzia 
army barracks — one of Col. 
OadhalTs residences — at about 
seven a.m. (0500 GMT). 

Military police and army units 
had surrounded them in a building 
near the barracks on the southern 
fringes of Tripoli, the agency said, 
quoting Greek and French bus- 
inessmen in the capital. 

It was not known if Col. Qad- 
hafi was in the barracks at the 
lime, it added. 

‘Gunmen overpowered’ 

Later Tuesday, the official Lib- 
yan news agency JANA said Lib- 
yan security forces killed a group 
of British- and Sudanese-trained 
"terrorists” who took a number of 
women and children hostage in an 

fails to 
Franjieh 

militia leader Nabih Bern to 
serve. Mr. Franjieh said he had 
insisted on naming a moderate 
Maronite minister to represent 
him but Mr. Gcmaycl had refused. 

"What is important now is to 
carry Lebanon into a new stage, 
that of liberating its land, re- 
uniting it and its people and reb- 
uilding it on the basis of justice 
and equality." Mr. Bern told a 
news conference at which he ann- 
ounced his agreement to serve in 
the government. 

As he spoke, his followers in 
"Amah” the nation's largest 
Shfiic militia, fired automatic rif- 
les and machine guns into the air 
in a half-hour celebration of Mr. 
Beni's appointment. 

Later in the night, mostly Chr- 
istian .rightist and mainly Muslim 
leftists duelled sporadically with 
mortars and rocket-propelled 
grenades along mid-city "green 
line" that separates Beirut. 

Police said two people were kil- 
■ led and 22 wounded in green line 
fighting during the 24 hours (hat 
ended at daybreak Tuesday, when 
the hostilities tapered off. 

Local radio stations said Mr. 
KaramTs cabinet was expected to 
hold its first working session on 
Wednesday and would con- 
centrate on re-opening traffic 
between Beirut's two sectors as 
well as the airport and port. 


apartment block in Tripoli. 

In a despatch telexed to Reuters 
in Bahrain, the agency said the 
“terrorists" had "infiltrated" 
Tuesday morning into the building 
and took hostages when Lhey were 
discovered. 

Security forces stormed the bui- 
lding and killed the “terrorists" 
when they refused to surrender, it 
said. 

JANA said the security forces 
had found lists on the dead ter- 
rorists containing Lhe names of ' 
other conspirators, most of whom 
had now been arrested. 

It said they had been (rained in 
camps in Sudan and received fur- 
ther training from police in Bri- 
tain. 

JANA quoted its political edi- 
tor as saying Libya “reserved the 
right to punish those who trained 
and equipped the terrorists with 
weapons and implements of des- 
truction." 

Earlier, the Rome office of 
JANA, in a statement read to the 
A. P.. denied that there had been 
any attack and said Tripoli had 
been calm all day. 

Borders closed 

In Tunis, diplomatic sources 
said Libya had closed its borders 
following the amrst on Sunday of 
what the Libyan authorities ter- 
med terrorists. 

The sources said it was not clear 
if the border was still closed. Sou- 
rces at Tunis airport meanwhile 
said flights in and out of Libya had 


been disrupted by a Libyan ban on 
all Arab nationals leaving the 
country. Reuters reported. 

One Western diplomat told 
Reuters by telephone that armed 
men in civilian clothes, apparently 
members of revolutionary com- 
mittees. had suddenly appeared in 
the streets earlier in the day. tur- 
ning away cars from certain areas. 
Their motives were not clear. 

The diplomat said many of the 
men had fixed bayonets on their 
rifles. He said it was unusual to 
many armed men in civilian clo- 
thes in central Tripoli. 

Two employees of a Turkish 
company in Tripoli, contacted by 
telephone from Ankara, said gun- 
fire erupted in the city around 
eight a.m. (0600 GMT) and con- 
tinued virtually uninterrupted 
until midday (1000 GMT). 

Since then, they said, the sound 
of firing had subsided but sporadic 
outbreaks continued. 

The two men. who asked not to 
be identified, said police toured 
the streets with loudhailers telling 
people to stay indoors. 

Embassy staff ‘executed’ 

Meanwhile in London the Daily 
Telegraph said some of the Libyan 
diplomats expelled from Britain 
after the siege of their London 
embassy have been executed by 
firing squad for "bungling the 
job." 

The newspaper said its inf- 
ormation came from "well- 
informed sources." 


Iraqi planes hit 2 
tankers in Gulf 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said 
Tuesday its air force fighters hit 
two large ships in the Gulf and 
shipping sources confirmed one 
fully-loaded Saudi-owned oil tan- 
ker ablaze ami abandoned by its 
crew. 

An Iraqi military spokesman 
said the warplanes "successfully 
attacked" two large vessels, “bel- 
ieved to be oil tankers from the 
Iranian loading terminal at Kharg 
Island” at 1600 GMT Monday. 

Shipping sources around the 
Gulf later confirmed that at least 
one nil tanker, the 117.710-tone 
Saudi-registered Al Ahood. had 
been hit by a missile X0 miles 
south-east of Kharg Island after 
leaving there with a full load. 

They said one crewman was kil- 
led and the rest were taken on by a 
passing Greek vessel. The nat- 
ionalities of the crewmen were not 
known. 

The Al Ahnod was the second 
Saudi-owned oil tanker hit by 
weapons in the Gulf in two weeks. 
The 1 7N.K0X-ion supertanker Saf- 
ina Al Arab was hit on April 25 in 
almost exactly the same zone and 
is still at anchor, badly-damaged 
and fully-loaded, off Bahrain. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein later hinted that his forces had 
hit the Safina Al Arab but he did 
not name the vessel. Some Gulf 
shipping sources say there is still 


some mystery as to how the sup- 
ertanker was hit. 

Reporting the air strike, the 
Iraqi News Agency (INA) said it 
had taken place within the military 
operations zone declared by the 
Iraqis at the north ol the Gulf. 

Iraq has warned all vessels that 
it will attack them if they enter the 
zone nr try to load oil at Kharg 
Island. Iran’s major loading ter- 
minal. 

Gulf shipping sources said the 
Al Ahood. owned by the Amar 
Line Maritime Company Limited 
of Jeddah, was still ablaze Tue- 
sday as ships from Bahrain ste- 
amed to its assistance. It was app- 
arently hit in the accommodation 
quarters, close to the engine room. 

In continued Gulf war fighting. 
Iraq said Tuesday its troops had 
killed 15 Iranians in ground bat- 
tles in the northern and southern 
sectors during the previous 24 
hours. 

The daily military communique 
said Iraqi helicopter gunships had 
attacked Iranian positions east of 
the southern Iraqi port of Basra 
and farther north. It said the hel- 
icopters inflicted heavy casualties. 

The communique also accused 
Iranian forces of firing heavy art- 
illery at Iraqi border towns Tue- 
sday. killing one person and wou- 
nding seven. 


Lebanese rightist militia 
to open Jerusalem office 


Israel unhappy over 
Berri’s cabinet post 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A top Israeli 
official said Tuesday (hat lhe mai- 
nly Christian “Lebanese Forces'* 
militia would open an office in 
occupied Jerusalem on May 17 
and that its staff may receive some 
privileges normally accorded to 
diplomats. 

David Kimche. director general 
of the Israeli Foreign Ministry, 
said Israel welcomed the opening 
of the office, which coincides with 
the first anniversary of the signing 
of the Israel- Lebanon troop wit- 
hdrawal pact. Lebanese President 
Amin Gctnayvl abrogated the 
U.S.-brokcred agreement on 
March 5. but both Israel and the 
“Lebanese Forces” have rejected 
the abrogation. 

In an interview with the Ass- 
ociated Press. Mr. Kimche said lhe 
Israeli government would try to 
make ihc” Lebanese Forces” per- 
sonnel here “as comfortable as 
possible." 

"We welcome any such peo- 
ple." he said. "Wc would like to 
have, of course, an embassy of the 


Republic of Lebanon. We would 
much prefer that. But that not 
being the case, we welcome their 
(the Lebanese Forces) being here 
and wc welcome any of the other 
communities of Lebanon sending 
representatives here in order to. 
maintain lop contacts." 

Ptcire Yazbek. a representative 
of the “Lebanese Forces.” has 
been in Jerusalem for the past four 
months. He was joined recently by 
a temporary assistant from the 
“Lebanese Forces” and said he 
expects four or five permanent 
assistants in join him soon. 

Fady From, the 31 -year-old 
commander of the “Lebanese 
Forces." has publicly condemned 
the Gcmaycl government for abr- 
ogating ihc May 17 agreement 
with Israel. 

Israel maintains a “liaison off- 
ice" in Lebanon, which it est- 
ablished shortly after the June 
19K2 invasion. The office is loc- 
ated in Dbaiyc. a village north of 
Beirut, in the Falangist heartland 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel is not 
satisfied with Lebanese President 
Amin Gemayefs appointment of 
Shfite Muslim leader Nabih Berri 
as cabinet minister for South Leb- 
anon. Cabinet Secretary Dan Mer- 
idor said Tuesday. 

In Israel's first official reaction 
to Mr. Bern's appointment. Mr. 
Meridor said the move was not 
sufficient to “safeguard" Israel's 
"security" on its border with Leb- 
anon. 

"1 don't think this appointment 
in itself can improve either the 
security in the south or imp-' 
lementation of the 19X3 lsrael- 
Lebanon troop withdrawal pact 
that Mr. Gemayel's government 
abrogated in March. 

Israel has not accepted the ann- 
ulment of the U.S.-brokered agr- 
eement of May 17, 19R3, and has 
been building its own proxy forces 
in the south headed by retired 
Lebanese General Antoine Lahd. 
a Christian. 

Prime Minisrer Yitzhak Shamir 


said Monday he believed Israel 
was advancing towards arr- 
angements that would enable a 
pullback soon from its front line at 

the Awali River. 

Mr. Meridor also said he had no 
“good news” about progress in 
obtaining the release of three Isr- 
aelis who were captured a week 
ago by Syrian forces in northern 
Lebanon. 

”We arc continuing our att- 
empts to bring their immediate 
return to Israel. We arc doing it by 
several .channels. I can’t go into 
details.” Mr. Meridor told rep- 
orters - 

Israel is negotiating for their 
return of the three Israelis through 
the Llnited Stales and the Int- 
ernational Committee of the Red 
Cross and is also in contact with 
Syria for the release of three Isr- 
aeli soldiers captured since the 
June iy«2 Lebanon invasion. 

Israel is holding 2y0 Syrian sol- 
diers captured during the Leb- 
anon war. 


W.Bank leaders call on 
PLO factions to heal rifts 


By Lam is K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A number of leading 
figures and prominent per- 
sonalities from the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank Tuesday 
urged feuding factions of the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) to settle their difference 
and restore the unity of the Pal- 
estinian liberation movement. 

A memorandum, signed by 49 
Palestinian leaders in the West 
Bank and received by the PLO off- 
ice in Amman, called on the org- 
anisation's leadership “to sho- 
ulder the historic responsibility” 
of re-uniting the various Pal- 
estinian factions under the PLO 
umbrella. 

The appeal, copies of which 
were sent to leaders of the various 
PLO factions, also called on the 
PLO and Syria to' heal their dif- 
ferences in order “to face the 
common enemy and challenges." 

Since Lhe inception of the PLO 
in 1 964. differences among its fac- 
tions were always contained wit- 
hin the framework of the org- 
anisation. However, a rebellion 
within the ranks of Fateh, the big- 
gest commando movement under 
the eight-faction PLO. against the 
leadership of Chairman Yasser 
Arafat last year caused a serious 
rift in the organisation. 

While some Syrian-backed fac- 
tions of the PLO backed the reb- 
ellion. two other major groups, 
the Popular From for the Lib- 
eration of Palestine (PFLP) and 
the Democratic From for the Lib- 
eration of Palestine (DFLP). sta- 
yed neutral in the internal Fateh 
conflict and thereby maintained 
the overall unity of the org- 
anisation. 

The Fateh rebellion developed 
into fierce dashes between sup- 
porters of Mr. Arafat and the dis- 
sidents. and the PLO chairman 
was forced to withdraw from the 
last Palestinian bases in north 
Lebanon in December. 


Mr. Arafat and the loyalists 
withdrew from north Lebanon by 
sea and on his way to North 
Yemen the PLO leader stopped 
over in Cairo and met Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. 

Egypt, which signed a separate 
peace treaty with Israel in J ^79. 
was ostracised by the Arab World 
including the PLO following the 
U.S. sponsored treaty. 

Mr. Arafat's meeting with Pre- 
sident Mubarak was denounced 
by radical Arab states while the 
PFLP and DFLP vehemently con- 
demned iL and called for punitive 
measures against ihc PLO cha- 
irman. They also demanded that 
Mr. Arafat step down from his 
chairmanship nf the PLO. 

The leaders of Fateh, also hea- 
ded by Mr. Arafat, described the 
PLO chairman's visit to Cairo and 
meeting with Mr. Mubarak as a 
"unilateral and individualistic” 
move, but stopped short ol con- 
demning their leader. 

This led to a serious conflict 
between Fateh on the one hand 
and the PFLP. the DFLP and sev- 
eral other pro- Syrian PLO fac- 
tions on Lhe other. 

A reconciliation meeting last 
month in Algiers between Fateh, 
and the opposition alliance suc- 
ceeded in opening a dialogue 
among them to heal the rift, but 
left the main political and org- 
anisational differences unr- 
esolved. 

The West Bank leaders' mem- 
orandum said Tuesday that “the 
departure of the PLO leadership 
from Lebanon and Syria." cou- 
pled with the deep divisions that 
appeared in the organisation 
"have inflicted serious damages to 
the Palestinian struggle." 

It called for a prompt rec- 
onciliation among ail PLO fac- 
tions as well as a settlement to the 
Fateh rebellion and re-unification 
of its ranks if possible. 

Fateh's Central Committee and 
Revolutionary Council expelled 
all Lhe rebellion leaders from the 


movement Iasi January. 

The memorandum expressed' 
regret that the re- unification of 
Fateh might not he possible but 
said that the top priority remains 
the restoration of the PLO's 
unity.” 

Among the Palestinian figures 
who signed the memorandum are 
Mayor of Nablus Bassam Al Sha- 
kaa. Mayor of Ramailah Karim 
Khalaf and mayors of Anabta. 
Tulkarem. Arraba. Jenin. Kab- 
atiyeh and deputy mayors nf Bet- 
hlehem and Beit Sahour. 

They also urged Syria and the 
national Lebanese movement to 
“bear their national res- 
ponsibility" in working towards 
patching up their differences with 
the PLO. 

The memorandum expressed 
rejection nf any attempt within the 
PLO towards giving up consensus 
and adopting resolutions based on 
the majority decision. 

"We reject the principle ol ado- 
pting resolutions based on the 
approv ul ol the majority instead of 
consensus because it will serve as a 
cover-up for acceptance of cap- 
itulatory plans.” 

The memorandum culled on the 
PLO leaders to adhere to their 
commitment to resolutions ado- 
pted by the Palestine National 
Council (PNC) in J9.S3 

which constituted "a strategic pla- 
tform for the Palestinian res- 
olutions." but warned that these 
resolutions “were distorted" by 
“undecisive political stances'* 
adopted by “some PLO leaders* 

. The Palestinian personalities 
•also urged the PLO not to ileal 
with “the regime of Egyptian Pre- 
sident Hosni Mubarak." 

" Any dealing with the Egyptian 
regime within the current balance 
of power in the Middle East and in 
the absence of Arab solidarity will 
contribute to re-activating the 
Camp David process and the U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan's peace 
initiative ” the memorandum con- 
cluded. 


Jordanian organisations 
raise Eurodollar loans 

By Ibrahim Noori 

Reuter 


U.S. pastor 
kidnapped 
in Beirut 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — An Ame- 
rican Presbyterian pastor was kid- 
napped Tuesday as he walked 
near his home in west Beirut — 
the fourth American abducted in 
the Lebanese capital in three 
months. 

The Reverend Benjamin Tho- 
mas Weir was walking with his 
wife. Carol, in a narrow lane off 
California Street in the Manara 
district at X:I5 a.m. (0515 GMT), 
when three men jumped out of a 
white Peugeot 504. overpowered 
Mr. Weir, forced him into the car 
and sped off. said police spo- 
kesman Ll. Ashraf Rifi. 

Li. Rifi said the car carried no 
licence plates and that the Leb- 
anese police had no clue to the 
.identity of the men. 

Mr. Weirs wife was left alone 
and ran to a nearby police station 
after the abduction of her hus- 
band. 

Mr. Weir was a pastor of the 
Lf.S. Presbyterian Church who has 
been living in Beirut lor 30 years 
and serving with the National 
Evangelical Synod of Syria and 
Lebanon. 

Initial police accounts said the 
men appeared unarmed, but Lt. 
Rifi’s statement left in unclear, 
referring in the attackers only as 
"unknown kidnappers.*' 

Mr. Weir was the first foreigner 
reported k idnapped in west Beirut 
since March 16 when U.S. dip- 
lomat William Buckley was seized 
by gunmen who blocked his car as 
he drove to work. 

There has been no indication of 
who waff responsible for seizing 
Mr. Buckley and the U.S. embassy 
has declined to say whether it has 
had contacts with the kidnappers. 

Mr. Buckley is one of several 
foreigners who have been kid- 
napped or disappeared without 
explanation since militias overran 
west Beirut in early February. 

Two of (he kidnap victims. 
American Professor Frank Rcgier ; 
and French engineer Christian 
Joubcn. were released last month 
after the Shfite Muslim militia 
AmaJ said it had found and freed 
them from their unidentified cap- 
tors. 


AMMAN — The Jordan Medical 
Association has raised S I o million 
through a syndicated Eurodollar 
loan, lead managed by the 
Bahrain-based Arab Bunking 
Corporation, banking sources 
here said Tuesday. 

The seven-year loan at an int- 
erest rate of l • * per cent over 
Libor (London inter-bank offered 
rate) and guaranteed by a syn- 
dicate of bunks in Jordan, will he 
signed in Amman later this month, 
the sources said. 

The loan is to finance medical 
projects including a 3 HU -bed hos- 
pital. 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
Soviet Union said Tuesday it 
would not lake pan in the Los 
Angeles Olympic Games because 
of the behaviour of organisers and 
lhe U.S. government. 

'“The National Olympic Com- 
mittee of the USSR is compelled 
to declare that participation of 
Soviet sportsmen in the games of 
the 23rd Olympiad in Los Angeles 
is impossible.” a statement issued 
by TASS news agency said. 

The statement by the Olympic 
Committee followed weeks of 
complaints from Moscow that the 
U.S. was violating the Oly mpic 
Charter and discriminating aga- 
inst the Soviet Union in lhe run-up 
to the games. ■ 

The statement said the Int- 


The sources also said (he Jordan 
Industries Investment Cor- 
poration signed a SID million, 
six-year syndicated Euroloan, also 
carrying an interest rate of I • * per 
cent over Libor, in Paris Iasi Fri- 
day. 

The corporation, a private ind- 
ustrial holding concern, will use 
the funds to finance metals pro- 
jects. the sources said. 

Agent for the loan, also gua- 
ranteed by Jordanian banks, was 
Banque Arab el Internationale 
d' ! lives! isse men t. and participants 
included Al Saudi Bunk. Allied 
Arab Bank. Union des Banqucs 
Arabes et Franeaises. Arab Ban- 
king Corp. and Bahrain Middle 
East Bank. 


ernational Olympic Committee 
(IOC) had concluded on April 24 
that Moscow's complaints were 
well founded but the United Sta- 
tes authorities ignored this. 

It said “chauvinistic sentiments 
and an anti-Soviet hysteria” were 
being whipped up. 

The announcement came well 
ahead of the June 2 deadline for 
countries to give formal not- 
ification on whether they will par : 
licipale. ll was tinted with the start 
of the relay ol the Olympic lurch 
in New York City across the Uni-, 
led States to Los Angeles (Srt 
page 6). 

It was not immediately known 
whether other socialist countries 
would join the Soviet Union in 
staying away from the games. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Toyota Sports Salon 8/2 C.S. airconditioned with cen- 
tral lock, automatic, tinted glass, double cap alu- 
minium, metallic brown colour, 1983 model, 8,000 
kms. Call at Zarqa to inspect or 

Tel: 25192 Abu Anton Al Shomali 


Soviets to boycott 
’84 Olympic Games : 
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Syrians fire on gunboats 
off north Lebanese coast 


BEIRUT (R) — Three gunboats believed to be Isr- 
aeli have approached the north Lebanese coast but 
sailed back out to sea after Syrian coastal batteries 
opened fire at them, eyewitnesses and radio reports 
said. 


The boats moved towards the 
shore Monday night about one 
kilometre north of a Syrian che- 
ckpoint at the village of Madfoun. 
35 kilometres north of Beirut. 

Syrians troops at the check point 
last week captured three Israeli 
officials who had apparently str- 
ayed out of south, of Lebanese 
militia-controlled territory. 

The radio station of the Chr- 
istian militias. Voice of Lebanon, 
said Syrian batteries in the coastal 
foothills fired nine shells and spr- 
ayed the sea with anti-aircraft fire. 
There were no reports of the boats 
firing back. 

In an earlier report, the radio 
said one boat exploded but it later 
changed its account and said the 
Syrians had missed. 

It was the first report of Israeli 
naval activity so close to the north 


Lebanese coast since Israeli gun- 
boats shelled Palestinian positions 
in Tripoli last December to show 
their disapproval of Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat's imminent 
withdrawal. 

The only clashes between Israel 
and Syrian forces this year have 
been brief and rare exchanges 
with rifles and machineguns across 
the front lines in the eastern 
Bekaa Valley. 

The Beirut press has reported 
troop re-inforcements on both 
sides of the Bekaa front but dip- 
lomats in the Lebanese capital 
said the movements were routine 
spring redeployments. 

Israel has dismissed Syrian sta- 
tements about Israeli preparations 
for a war against Syria and has said 
it has no intention of attacking its 
powerful Arab neighbour. 


The capture of the three Israelis 
provided new grounds for the two 
countries to disagree. The Syrians 
said they were spies or saboteurs, 
Israel said that they were dip- 
lomats from a liaison office in the 
Christian zone out on a pleasure 
trip. 

Israeli gunboats patrolled the 
same stretch of north Lebanese 
coast the night after the Israelis 
were caught, prompting spe- 
culation that a rescue attempt was 
in the making. 

But Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir has since said the Syr- 
ians had moved the prisoners to 
Damascus. 

Israel denies 

in Tel Aviv the Israel army Tue- 
sday denied that any of its naval 
vessels had come under fire from 
the shore while on patrol off Lhe 
northern Lebanon coast Monday. 

The army spokesman refused 
either to confirm or deny that any 
Israeli ships had been patrolling 
off the Lebanon coast. 


Australia to pull out of Sinai force 


CANBERRA. Australia ( AP) — 
Australian troops will be pulled 
out of the Sinai Multi-National 
Peacekeeping Force within the 
next two years. Foreign Affairs 
Minister Bill Hayden said Mon- 
day. 

Mr. Hayden said Australia will 
renew its commitment to the 
Multi-national Force for another 
two years, but only because it will 
take that long for the force to find 
and conclude negotiations with a 
country willing to take over Aus- 
tralia’s role. 


He said the Australian gov- 
ernment ’‘does not see its par- 
ticipation in any peacekeeping 
operation as being open-ended." 

He said his government hoped 
that the development of a rel- 
ationship of mutual trust and con- 
fidence would enable Egypt and 
Israel to sustain the peace bet- 
ween them. 

Participation in the force has 
been a sensitive political issue in 
the ruling Australian Labour 
Party. 


When it was in opposition, the 
party said it would end Australian 
involvement because of the dan- 
gers of the troops becoming emb- 
roiled in the Egypt- Israel conflict. 

Mr. Hayden said he found dur- 
ing a recent visit to the Sinai that 
the peace between Egypt and Isr- 
ael was “by no means flawless.' 1 

Opposition foreign affairs spo- 
kesman Michael Mackellar called 
the decision a “blow against 
peace" and said it damages Aus- 
tralia's reputation. 


OAU summit to be held in Addis Ababa 


CAIRO (AP) — The Org- 
anisation of African Unity's 
(OAU) summit conference this 
year will be held in the Ethiopian 
capital Addis Ababa instead of the 
Guinean capital Conakry, Guinea 
Prime Minister DiarraTraore said 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Traore announced the cha- 
nge of venue following an hbur- 
long meeting with President Hosni 
Mubarak. 


The original plan was for the 
summit to convene in Conakry in 
the second half of this month. 

Mr. Traore said a new date for 
the summit will be set following 
consultations between the OAU 
current chairman. Ethiopian Lea- 
der Menginstu Haile Mariam, and 
member states. . 

Recent reports from Conakry 
said Guinea sought the change of 
venue following a military coup 


there on April 3. one week after 
the death of President Ahmed 
Sekou Toure. 

.Mr. Traore told reporters he 
and Mr. Mubarak “discussed the 
question of the 20th OAU summit 
conference originally scheduled to 
convene in Conakry." 

“ Unfortunately this summit will 
not be held there but will take 
place at the OAU headquarters in 
Addis Ababa." 


Israeli officer arrested in extremist roundup 


Reuters was required to submit the following item to military censors, 
who made deletions. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Israeli security agents inv- 
estigating an anti-Arab Jewish 
underground have arrested an 
army.majorwho played a key role 
in the occupied Palestinian West 
Bank, sources close to the inquiry 
said Tuesday. 

According to the sources. 25 
extremists, most of them settlers 
in the West Bank, have now been 
detained since security forces foi- 
led an attempt to blow up Arab 
buses in occupied Jerusalem 10 
days ago. 

The arrest of the major is reg- 
arded by security agents as an 
important development in the 


investigation, the sources told 
Reuters. The officer liaised with 
Jewish settlers in the West Bank 
on security matters, allocating 
them arms and arranging their 
annual reservist duty in the army. 

Such is the sensitivity within the 
army, military censors originally 
tried to suppress news of the arr- 
est. They stopped Reuters from 
reporting the information two 
days ago but lifted the embargo 
after the local media carried the 
news. 

The major, who was shifted 
from his West Bank post before 
the inquiry started, was decorated 
for valour in the 1 973 Middle East 


War. the sources said. 

Some of the detained suspects 
have made written confessions to 
anti- Arab attacks, including a 
commando-style raid on Hebron 
Islamic College last year in which 
four Palestinian students were kil- 
led. 

The investigation, which has 
dominated the media and political 
discussion for the past week, has 
been broadened to cover the 1980 
car-bomb attacks on three Arab 
mayors in the West Bank. 

On Monday security agents 
look suspects to the West Bank 
town of Ramallah ro re-enact one 
of the attacks, in which two may- 
ors were maimed. It was filmed by 
police video cameras. 


Arab envoys 
urge French 
efforts for 
Israeli pullout 

PARIS (Petra) — Arab amb- 
assadors to France called on the 
French government to play a 
sound role in stopping Israel from 
continuing its war against South 
Lebanon and putting an end to its 
continued occupation of the Arab 
lands. 

A delegation of Arab amb- 
assadors in Paris said this during 
their meeting Monday with the 
Secretary General of the French 
External Relations. Francis Got- , 
cmann. Jordanian News Agency. 
Petra said. 

The delegation, which groups 
ambassadors of Jordan. Lebanon. 
Syria. Iraq and the head of the 
Arab League office in Paris. Mr. 
Ma'az A1 Azm. also called on the 
French government, which they 
said can play an active role in view 
of its status as a permanent mem- 
ber in the United Nations and in 
its capacity as chairman of the cur- 
rent session of the European, 
Community, to exert its efforts to 
put an end to the Israeli policy of 
Judaisation in the occupied Arab 
land. 

The delegation members called 
on the French government to urge 
the European Community to play 
an effective diplomatic role with a 
view to securing the Israeli wit- 
hdrawal from the occupied Arab 
territories recognising the leg- 
itimate rights of the Palestine 
people and implementing the Uni- 
ted Nations resolutions in the 
Middle East. 


Pharaonic 
village lives 
again on 
Nile island 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s newest 
tourist lure is a Pharaonic village 
of 50 centuries ago recreated with 
“inhabitants" on an island in the 
Nile. 

“We hope it will be the third 
tourist landmark in Egypt after 
the Pyramids and the Egyptian 
Museum." said Mr. Hassan 
Ragab, 74. a former ambassador 
to China who manages the ven- 
ture. ’* L 

ThcTdea came from his son. a 
doctor in the United States, after a 
visit to Disneyland. 

Tali trees screen the site from 
the skyscrapers, factory chimneys 
and blaring traffic jams of 20lh 
Century Cairo. 

For an entrance fee of S23. tou- 
rists wiD board a 50-seat floating 
theatre for a voyage across the 
Nine and through several canals in 
the Egypt of antiquity. 

Around 300 people employed 
to live in the village trained for six 
months in such arts as tilling the 
wheat field wuh wooden hoes, 
spinning, perfume-making and 
the construction of papyrus boats. 
Mr. Ragab told reporters. 

Bees are kepi in mud hives. An 
ornamental pond with lotus flo- 
wers is surrounded by trees fav- 
oured in ancient Egypt such as the 
sycamore and the sidder (Christ's 
thorn). 

A temple contains a mum- 
mification chamber. 


6 U.S. aims at ending Vlideast conflict* 


By Bruce Carey 

WASHINGTON (USIA) — The 
Assistant U.S. Secretary of State 
for Near Eastern and South Asian 
Affairs, Richard Murphy, said 
May 5 that the U.S. now has four 
priority goals in the Middle East. 

“In the wake of the eventsof the 
past year,” said Mr. Murphy. U.S. 
efforts win concentrate in four 
specific areas: 

— Ending the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict; 

— Containing the Iran- Iraq war 
and keeping open the Gulf oil rou- 
tes; 

— Countering terrorism; 

— And addressing the human 
aspect of the Palestinian problem. 

“The next step in the (Arab- 
Israeli) peace process is to bring in 
other partners, as called for in Pre- 
sident Reagan's Sept. 1 . 1 982. ini- 
tiative? which is based on United 
Nations Security Council Res- 
olution 242 and the Camp David 
framework," Mr. Murphy told a 
luncheon gathering at the 12th 
Annual Convention of the Nat- 
ional Association of Arab- 
Americans. “It will require a long 
effort." 


“The final step in this process 
will be the conclusion of an agr- 
eement which reconciles the leg- 
itimate rights of the Palestinian 
people with the security concerns 
of Israel." he said. 

Mr. Murphy detailed what the 
Reagan administration believes 
are some of the important ele- 
ments in achieving a settlement 

“The coming elections in Egypt 
and Israel will be watched closely 
by stales in the area. How the sit- 
uation evolves will certainly inf- 
luence King Hussein. We would 
hope that the Palestinian people 
support King Hussein's entiy into 
direct talks with IsraeL together 
with representative Palestinians." 

“But it is time." Mr. Murphy 
emphasised, that “they and other 
Arab governments recognised 
there can be no significant pro- 
gress toward peace without neg- 
otiations." 

He told the nearly 600 luncheon 
participants: “Prospects for bold 
steps toward the peace table 
would certainly be brighter if Isr- 
ael reversed its settlements policy. 
Settlement activity poses an obs- 
tacle for the peace process. As the 
president stated, further activity is 


in no way necessary for Israel's 
security." 

The continuing settlement of 
Israelis on the West Bank, “dim- 
inishes the confidence of Arab sta- 
tes that a satisfactory outcome can 
be reached," Mr. Murphy said. 

“Similarly," he said, “Syria 
should drop its opposition to-mea- 
ningful negotiations and cease 
pressuring moderate Arab sta- 
tes." 

“ Let me emphasise at this point 
that the United States continues to 
support a Syrian-Israeli dialogue 
on the final status of the Golan 
Heights in accordance with the 
principles of Security • Council 
Resolution 242." he said. 

Mr. Murphy denied claims thar 
the relationship between Israel 
and the United States is the obs- 
tacle to peace. “The contrary is 
the case." he said. “For only by 
understanding Israel's legitimate 
concerns for its own security... can 
we facilitate the possibility of Isr- 
aeli flexibility on a host of issues." 

However, he noted that “mod- 
erate Arab states are not unr- 
eliable partners," They “need 
confidence in their security in 
order to take the necessary risks 


Kuwait to execute blast convicts soon 


KUWAIT (AP) — Execution of 
convicted terrorists in the U.S. 
and French embassies' bomb 
blasts will take place shortly, the 
Kuwaiti foreign minister was quo- 
ted Tuesday as saying. 

Sheikh Sabah A1 Ahmad told 
the newspaper AJ Anbaa that two 
Iraqi ShFite Muslim convicts and 
one Lebanese Maronite Christian 
ten-orist were to be executed 
“soon." 

Three other convicts. Iraqi 
ShFite Muslims, also were to be 
executed when arrested, he said. 
The three were still at large, with 
security forces pursuing a 
nation-wide manhunt for them. 

The sir, along with 19 others, 
were found guilty by the state sec- 
urity court March 21 to charges of 
k filing five persons and inj uring 86 
others in a spate of bomb blasts 
here last Dec. 1 2. 

The blasts rocked the two emb- 
assies along with four other targets 
here. 

A total of 22 of the convicts are 
in custody. Apart from the six 
death sentences, seven persons . 
were sentenced to life imp- 
risonment, and others got jail 
terms ranging from 15 to five 
years. 

Sheikh Sabah implicated an 
unidentified country as the ins- 
tigator of the blasts. 

“There was a state behind the 
explosions," said Sheikh Sabah. 
“We do not wish to stir up gru- 
dges. but we appeal to the bro- 
thers who incited and supported 
the blasts to desist, as this (terror) 
is not in any one’s interest". 

He revealed that Kuwaiti emb- 


assies and officials in unspecified 
countries have received threats in 
connection with the trial of the 
blast perpetrators. 

He gave no details, and dip- 
lomatic sources here said Sheikh 
Sabah was obviously alluding to 
Iran. 

Sheikh Sabah dodged a que- 
stion about three U.S. citizens 
reportedly abducted in Beirut by 
unidentified terrorists who all- 
egedly threatened to kill them if 
the Kuwait blast convicts were 
executed. 

He disclaimed any knowledge 
about any Americans held in Leb- 
anon in this connection. 

The Paris-based Arabic- 
languagc weekly magazine AJ 
Mustaqbal in its April 1 7 edition 
said that three Americans were 
held in Beirut and were to be kil- 
led by their captors if the Kuwaitis 
executed the blast convicts. 

In Beirut, the three Americans 
were identified as Frank Regier, a 
5 1 -year-old professor of electrical 
engineering at the American Uni- 
versity of Beirut, Jeremy Levin. 
5 1 . the Beirut bureau chief of U.S. 
Television Network Cables, and 
William Buckley. 55, a political 
officer at the U.S. embassy in Bei- 
rut. 

The fourth American to be 
abducted in Beirut in three 
months was the Rev. Benjamin 
Weir, who was taken away by 
three unarmed men Tuesday 
morning. 

Asked about Kuwait’s aid to 
Arab countries. Sheikh Sabah said 
his government will not meet its 
financial commitments to certain 


countries because of a budget def- 
icit here this year. 

“Until last year we were paying 
our commitments... but this year 
we will not be able to meet all... we 
will pay some. 1 have written to the 
Arab League about that," he said. 

He was referring to the $550 
million annual aid Kuwait pays 
Syria, Jordan and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) to 
help defray their military expenses 
as confrontation powers directly 
involved in a war with Israel. 

Sheikh Sabah said the 44- 
momh-old war between Iraq and 
Iran must come to an end because 
none of them stand to benefit from 
protracted hostilities. Only “the 
merchants of arms stand to ben- 
efit" from the war. 

He rebuked Iran for rejecting 
Iraqi peace overtures, stressing 
that “Iraq is not weak ... and no 
one of us wants to see it defeated." 
He deplored unidentified U.S. 
publications for predicting an 
Iraqi defeat. 

Asked about defence of the 
Gulf region. Sheikh Sabah said 
that peoples here "do not want to 
see either U.S..or Soviet troops, as 
defence of the Gulf must be left to 
the Gulf peoples alone." 

Referring to a diplomatic dif- 
ficulty with Washington over the 
Kuwaiti rejection of Brandon 
Grove as a new U.S. ambassador 
here. Sheikh Sabah said “I hope 
this crisis will be over with soon." 

“I have great hopes the U.S. will 
change its mind and send an amb- 
assador anytime." he said. “But 
(Washington should) not send the 
ambassador we had rejected.” 


Turkish court overturns jail sentences 


ANKARA (R) — A Turkish mil- 
itary appeals court Tuesday ove- 
rturned jail terms served last year 
on Necmettin Erbaknn. Turkey's 
most prominent Islamic politician 
before the 1980 military coup, and 
Korkul Ozal. brother of Prime 
Minister Turgut Ozal. 

The court ruled the convictions 


of the two and 21 other leading 
members of the now-abolished 
fundamentalist National Salvation 
Party (NSP) were obtained thr- 
ough insufficient evidence and 
incomplete investigations. 

They were accused of att- 
empting to establish an Islamic 
state, in contravention of Turkey’s 


strictly secular constitution. The 
appeals court ordered a retrial. 

Mr. Erbakan. 58. was jailed for 
four years plus 1 6 months of int- 
ernal exile. Mr. Korkut Ozal rec- 
eived two years and the other def- 
endants up to three and a half 
years when they were convicted 
on Feb. 24. I9S3. 


for peace.” 

“They face significant threats 
and pressures from radicals and • 
extremists," he reminded his aud- 
ience. 

Mr. Murphy said that the next 
few months may not produce sub- 
stantial results toward a set- 
tlement of the Arab-Israeli dis- • 
pute. 

Concerning the Gulf war. Mr. * 
Murphy said " Iran... is resisting 
attempts to reach a negotiated set- - 
tlemem as it pursues a futile vision - 
of military victory'* against Iraq. 
“Itappearsthatthe Khom eini reg- ' 
ime is undeterred from its avowed ' 
objective of toppling the gov- ■ 
ernment of Iraq.’' 

Mr. Murphy made clear “there 
should be no doubt that, while we . ' 
will act to protect our vital int- 
erests... we will not intervene." 

Mr. Murphy attributed many of 
the problems in the Middle East to . 
“state-sponsored terrorism." k 
There is a “deeper message." he • 
said. “Inability to find realistic 
solutions to conflict only enhance 
the credibility of those whose sol- 
ace is a car-bomb, or rocket, or ; 
machine-gun poised on an emb- 
assy's windowsill.*' 


Kyprianou 
confers with 
U.N. chief 

UNITED NATIONS (R)-Cyp- ' 
riot President Spyros Kyprianou 
conferred with Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar Monday 
about the current Security Council • 
debate on the Cyprus question. 

The meeting was their second in , 
seven days and lasted about 75 „ 
minutes. 

The president, accompanied by . 
Cypriot party leaders who are also I 
here for the council session, dec- 
lined to give details of the talks. 

He would only tell reporters: * 
"We had an exchange of views . 
with the secretary general with , 
regard to the present situation, in , 
the light in particular of the dis- 
cussion in the Security Council ' 
which, as you know, continues." «, 
The debate began last Thursday ; 
with a warning by Mr. Kyprianou - 
that Cyprus could disappear as an l 
independent state unless the cou - 1 
ncil acted to prevent what he cal- • 
led partition by Turkey and the * 
.Turkish Cypriots, who established 2 
’ their own breakaway state last H 
November. ; 

Mr. Kyprianou declined to say » 
what response he had received so ’ 
far to a working paper, tnte nded as : 
the basis for a resolution, that the ; 
Cyprus delegation circulated ; 
among council members on Fri- '• 
day. I 

The toughly-worded text. which ; 
holds out the threat of sanctions to • 
force the withdrawal of Turkish- - 
Cypriot independence, is being I 
studied behind closed doors by! 
non- aligned members of the cou- • 
ncil. - 

The draft, certain to undergo 
extensive changes, would call for.' 
the establishment of a special Sec- 
urity Council committee to study 
ways of implementing council dec- 
ision on Cyprus, including one last 
November demanding the wit-' 
hdrawai of statehood proclaimed 
by the“Turkish Republic of Nor-, 
them Cyprus." 
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TODAY'S EVENTS 

EXHIBITIONS 

■ Exhibition of Serigraphic prints by 
Kama! Boullaia at the Jordan National 
GaBery. 

* Australian graphic art Donnele Pat- 
terson at Alia Art Gallery. 

* “Jordan I9H4~ an exhibition of pai- 
ntings at the French Cultural Centra at 
6:00 p.m. 

* An exhibition by Mr. Michel Lecomtc 
at the Royal Cultural Centre between 
May 7 and May 1 5. 

* A photography exhibition by Arsahm 
Ramadan at Yarmouk University. 

LECTURE 

’ Hans Gcbcl of the University of Tub- 
ingen will lect ure on “The Aceramic 
Neolithic in Southern Jordan: Com- 
pared with other Areas m Transition 
from Food Gathering to Food Pro- 
ducing in the Near East (Sih - 7th mil- 
lenia B.C.JT 7 p-m. Wednesday at the 
German Evangelical Institute for Arc- 
haeology. (Near Amman Internationa] 
Hotel and British Institute of Arc- 
haeology). 

RECITALS 

■ Piano recital by Annicte Leconte at 
.lhe Yarmouk University at X:00 p.m. 

VIDEO - 

■ Les beaux messieurs de Bois-Dorc” i* 
episode at the French Cultural Centra at 
4:00 p.m. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre .Tel: 661026/7 

American Centre ......... 44371 

American Centre library 41520 

British Council 36I47-R 

French Cultural Centre 37009 

Goethe Institute 41W3 

Soviet Cultural Centre 44203 

Spanish Cuimral Centre 24040 

Turkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Hajra Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth Cty 667181 


Y.W.C.A. 41793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Muuidpal Library 361 1 1 

University of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

Folklore Miamm. Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and J crash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. TeL 51760. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

XJooa Amman Club. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn. 1 JO p.m. 

lions FhfiadeipMa Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
PUbddpbii Rotary Gob. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental HotcL 2.00 p.m. 
Royal Automobile Cub. Jabal Amman, 
Eighth Circle. Tel. XI 5261. 

CHURCHES 

SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tel- 24590. 

Church of the Annunciation (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh. 37440. 

De la Safe Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Huwein. 661757. 

Church of the An nun c ia tion (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. 23542. 

Anglican Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 41559. 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafich. 
71331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Anhrafieh, 
75261. 

Sl Ephraim Church [Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafich. 71751. 

Amman hrteraatioaal Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School m Shmcisani. 663249 

PRAYER TIMES 

0*1 1 Fajr 

04:41 (Sutrisei Shuruq 

1H33 Dhuhr 

15:13 -Asr 

I*s24 Maghreb 

-Isha 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information u supplied by AUa inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Alia 
lntematianal Airport tei. (081 53250. 
where it should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

07:95 Cairo (MS) 

08:45 Karachi (PKl 

04:15 Dubai. Abu Dahbi (RJ) 

O9J0 - Aqaba (RJ) 

0fc45 Abu Dhabi. Kuwait (RJ) 

09:45 - Cairo (RJ) 

11:05 Muscat. Bahrain fKL.Vfj 

1*40 Kuwait (HU) 

1*50 Bucharest. Lamaca (RO) 

15:00 Jeddah (SV) 

•7:00 Rio de Janeiro. Lisbon IIA) 

17:10 Paris. Damascus (AF) 

•7:10 Athens (RJ) 

17J5 Los Anggcles. Chicago. Vienna 
IRJ) 

•7J5 London. Paris (RJ) 

•7:40 Copenhagen. Athens (RJ) 

17:40 New York, Amsterdam. Geneva 
<RI) 


moo .. 


moo .. 

1S:30 . 


18:30 .. 


20:05 .. 


20:40 .. 
00:45 .. 

Larnaca {CYi 

00:45 ... 


DEPARTURES 

05:10 ... 
06-JS ... 
07:15 ... 

..... Damascus, Frankfurt (LH) 
. Istanbul. Amsterdam (KLM) 

08:05 ... 
OfeJO ... 

Coirn (MS) 

09:00 ... 
09:40 . . 

Damascus, Rome (Alitalia) 

11:00 ... 
11 JO ... 

Vienna. New York (RJ) 

Athens (RJ) 

12:15 ... 
I2J0 .. 
I4J0 .. 

, Frankfurt. Copenhagen (RJ> 
Lanwca. Zunch (SR) 

15:40 .. 


16:40 ... 


18:00 .. 


19:30 ... 
19:45 ... 
19:45 .. 

Kuwait. Dhahran (RJ) 

20:15 ... 


20:15 .. 
20J0 . 
20:45 .. 
2ftS5 . 


21:05 - 

- - Cairo (MS) 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
port: 

— Banglar Muni 

— Aegis Mystic 

— Vishva Adilya 

— Laredo 

— A1 Khansu 

— Roliia 

— Jolly Cclcsl 

— Motah 

— Ai was Hi 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company. Tel: 
22324 (si* lines) at your service. 

MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local sellibuv rates in fils 

Belgian Iranc 67/ 67.4 

Dutch guilder 121.1/ 121.x 

Egyptian guinea 315.fi/ 321.fi 

French franc 44.4/ 44.7 

Iraqi dinar 352.5/ 35H.fi 

Italian lire (for 100) 22/ 22.2 

Japanese yen (for 100) 164.R? IfiS.M 

Kuwaiti dinar - 1276.3/ 1283.6 

Lebanese lira 659/ fift.5 

Omani riyal 1083.3/ 1091) 

Qatari riyal 103.2/ 103.fi 

Saudi nyal IIT7.1/ 107.5 

Swedish crown 46.5' 4fi.K 

Swiss franc - - 165.3/ 166.3 

Syrian lira 52iH/ 53.2 

UAE dirham I/>2 4/ I»3.J 

U.K. sterling pound 523.3/ 526.4 

U.S. dollar 377.5/ 379.5 

w. German mark 136.1/ 136.9 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department „f 
Hcleanttngy. 

Temperature will be around normal, 
with northwesterly moderate winds. In 
Aqaha. winds wtil be northerly mod- 
erate and seas calm. 

Low /high temperature in Jeg.C. 

Amman w22 

Aqaba 1 6/3 1 

Demerit 7/27 

Jordan Valley .. J4/2N 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Ammon 21, Aqaba 30, Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 15 per cent. Aqaba 23 
per cent. 


EMERGENCIES 


Ambulance . — 

Firstoid. fire, poke 

Blood bank 

Civil Defence rescue 

Fire Headquarters 

Poke rescue 192. 

Poke headquarters 

Traffic police 

Electric Power Co 

Municipal water service 
Queen Alia Iro. Airport 


.... 193. 75111 

199 

7512! 

661111 

22090-3 

21111. 37777 

39141 

.... 56390-1 

363M-2 

7II25-K 

.. (OK) 53333 


Dr. Hassan Kama! . 
At Saturn pharmacy 
Narmukh pharmacy 
.AJ Kiiam pharmacy 
Khamis pharmacy ... 
At Safa* a pharmacy 

Barq taxi 

Asfour taxi 

University taxi 

Tareq taxi 

Habi taxi 

Shahid taxi 

Bitiar taxi 


.... u 0 7lt 
.... 36730 
.... 2J672 
.... 43064 
668451 
. 774054 

...4|2»W 
. 667079 
661001 
. 23024 
.HI 5406 
... 2109 1 
... 92930 


HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre 813HI3-32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amman 442KI-4 
Akilch .Vfaiernuy. J. Amman .. 42-U1 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Malhas. J Amman 36140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 66a 1 71 -4 

Shmcisani Hospital 66«t3l 

University Hospital 845845 

Dor Al-Shifa. J Hussein 667158 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic. Abdali 665292 

At-AWi. Abdali 664164 

Mahan. AI-Muhaircen ......... 77 1 III -3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 75 Ml 

Array. Mark a 9! fill 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Abbas A1 Hakim 91256 


IRBID 

Dr. Radwnn Al-Sa'd 73R77 

- I Res. 75854 

ZARyA: 

Dr. Hisham Al Sharaham 86632 

A1 Hikmah pharmacy ( I 

GENERAL 

Jordan Television 73111 

Radio Jordan 741 1 1 

Mini srry of Tourism 423j| 

Hotel complaints 6664)2 

Pncc complaints 66) 1 7o 

Telephone: 

Information. js 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas calls 17 

Cable or telegram IK 

Repair service H 


MARKET PRICES 


Upper'touer price 

Banana 

Banana (Mutrammar) ... 

Beans , 

Broad Beans 

Beet root 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

Cauliflower (white) 

Chick peas 

Cucumber (large) 

Cucumber (small) 

Eggplant (large) 

Eggplant (small) 

Garlic 

Grapefruit 


in fils per kg. 

280/240 

...240 / 210 

350/ 300 

250/200 

130- 100 

60 * 40 

...» 120/100 
.... 220/ ISO 
..... 120' 100 

200/ 150 

260/ 200 

... 150/ 120 

150/ 120 

350/300 

ISO/ ISO 


Lemon 

Mallow 

Marrcw (large) 

Marrow (small] 

Mushrooms 

Onion (green) 

Okra 

Oranges (local) 

Oranges (Shummoii) . 

Peas 

Pepper (Sweet) 

Pepper (hni green) .... 

Potatoes 

Spmarii 

Tomatoes ...... 


190/160 

480/400 

220/160 

360 1 300 

600 f 500 

IM/ 150 

150/ |(W 

190/ IM 

300/250 

350 / 300 

250 t 300 

400 / 350 

_...m 140/too 
200 / 100 
140/100 
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King visits Royal 
Artillery School 


AMMAN (Petra) — His M&jerty 
Rfng Hussein Tuesday paid a visit 
to the Royal Artillery School, 
where Ik- listened to a briefing on 
the stop: the corps has reacbed ha 
moderoisnig its weapons and equ- 
ipment,' by tbe director of the 
Royal Artillery School. 

Kmg-Hn$sein was also briefed 
on tbe stages of training, and pre- 
poratian and the high, level of exp- 
ertise displayed by the corps? off- 
icers -and soldiers especially ..in 
using the . weapons and equipment 
which were- provided to them thr- 
ough tbe efforts and the oontin nous 

support shown by the Bng who is 

also the supreme conunhader of 


the Jordanian Armed Forces. 

King Hussein then toured the 
various sections of the corps* sch- 
ool, inspected the progress of tra- 
ining and watched an exhibition of 
some of the equipment used by the 
artillery corps. 

The King later visited tbe mus- 
eum of the corps’ school, which 
houses most of the arnouiititMn 
and equipment used by the art- 
illery corps. 

Accompanying King Hussein on 
his visit was the Commander- 
In-Chief of the Jordanian Armed 
Forces Lieutenant-General Sharif 
Zaid Dm Shaker and a number of 
senior army officers. 



His Majesty King Husseio Tuesday tours a display of firepower during a visit to the Royal Artillery 
School (.Petra photo) 


Mrs. Sharaf leaves for 
noil-aligned conference 


th 


AMMAN (Petra) — Information 
Minist er LaiJa Sharaf left for 
Cairo Tuesday to take part in the 
meetings of the ■ first joint' con- 
ference of information and com- 
m unications ministers from non- 
aligned Arab nations due to start 
Wednesday.- 

The three.-day conference will 
discuss among other things red- 
ucing tariffs for using space com- 
munications with, the purpose of 


increasing co-operation among 
non-aligned nations. 

Also on the agenda is the use of 
telecommunications as a modern 
media for relaying information. 

The minister is being acc- 
ompanied by director of the Jor- 
danian News Agency, Petra, 
Jawad Maraqa, and two engineers 
from the Ministry of Com- 
munications. 




Zarqa draws up JD 14m 
urban development plan 


ZAROA (JLT.) — Zarqa Mun- 
icipality' has drawn up plans to 
carry out development projects 
and to improve services to the 
public at the cost of JD 14 million, 
according to Zarqa District Gov- 
ernor/ Salem A1 Qudah. 

Mj. Qudah. who is also cha- 
irman 'of the municipality's com- 
mittee, said that teams are at pre- 
sent conducting a feasibility study 
of all -tile projects in the plan. 


which include the opening of new 
roads, building a sports city, lan- 
dscaping public parks, con- 
structing housing estates and ins- 
talling traffic lights in the streets. 

Other projects involved are the 
building of a slaughter house for 
sheep and poultry, moving brick 
factories to areas outside the city 
centre and building new shops and 
a market place, Mr. Qudah said. 


Parliament debates university* proposal 


% Salameb B. Ne’matt 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower House of 
Parliament’s Legal and Financial 
Committees Tuesday approved 32 
draft laws and referred nine draft 
laws to the house to be discussed 
and debated. 

The house referred to its var- 
ious committees 1 0 suggestions on 
providing a Jordanian hallmark 
for gold jewelry, the building of a 
dam in Alyutum Valley, the ere- 
ction of a water desalination and 
purification station in the Gulf of 
Aqaba, the banning of alcohol on 
flights by Alia, the Royal Jor- 
danian Airline and during official 
ceremonies. 

The house called for more con- 
cern to be given to the agricultural 
sector in the country, the moving 
of company management offices 
to the site of the factories and the 
approving of a law giving priority 
to Jordanian consulting engineer 
firms over foreign firms. The 
house also called for the con- 
nection of certain areas in Karak 
to the water system. 

Two suggestions by house 
members concerning the building 
of a university in Ma’ an and app- 



Dr. Arm in Koessler (second from right) Tuesday presides over a press conference (Petra photo) 

Joint environmental seminar slated 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
will Saturday patronise a two-day 
seminar op ** Present Aspects of 
German-Jordanian Scientific 
Co-operation in Environmental 
Sciences,” which is to be -co- 
sponsored by the Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS) and. the German 
Academic Exchange Service 
(DAAD). . 

In a press conference about the 
occasion Tuesday, the cultural 
affairs adviser at the Embassy of 
the Federal Republic of Germany 
in Amman, Dr. Annin Koessler, 


said it was being organised by the 
RSS, the University of Jordan, 
Yarmouk University, DAAD. the 
Goethe Institute, the German 
Technical Co-operation Agency 
and the West-German embassy in 
Jordan. 

During the seminar, lectures on 
alternative energy sources, hyd- 
rology, water researches, sewers 
and infection control hospital 
hygiene as well as archaeology and 
environment will be delivered. 

The aim of the seminar. Dr. 
Koessler said, is to discuss and 
assess the results reached by Ger- 


man and Jordanian scientists in 
the fields of the environmental 
sciences, with the emphasis being 
on the conditions prevailing in 
Jordan in particular and in the 
Middle East in general. 

During the seminar. Dr. Koe- 
ssler said 10 lectures will be del- 
ivered, five by Jordanian pro- 
fessors and five by their German 
counterparts. 

Dr. Koessler added that 400 
scientists from Jordan and Ger- 
many are expected to take part in 
the seminar. 


Zaben increases telephone lines 


AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 
100 telephone lines have been all- 
ocated to industrial companies 
operating out of the Sahab Ind- 
ustrial Estate foDowing its con- 
nection to the national telephone 
network, the Jordanian News 
Agency, Petra, quoted minister of 
communications and chairman of 
the telecommunications cor- 
poration board of directors. Dr. 
Mohammad A1 Zaben as saying. 

In a statement to Petra, Dr. 

Zaben said: “Tins step comes as a 


way of Supporting the progress of 
industrial corporation in Jordan 
because the telephone service is 
essential to their work and pro- 
duction.” 

Dr. Zaben was speaking in the 
wake of a lengthy meeting during 
which it was agreed to approve 
786 requests to install new tel- 
ephones whhin Amman and its 
outskirts. 

With regards to the est- 
ablishment of a telephone service 
for the Journalists' Housing Est- 


ate in Tareq village, also known as 
Tabarbour, the minister said that 
work is currently underway to 
complete the technical work in 
preparation for the installation of 
telephones, which he expected to 
be completed by the end of May. 

The minister added that work 
on expanding the telephone net- 
work in some parts of Amman is 
gping on apace, with a view to 
providing more telephone lines 
for residents in the capital. 


UNRWA staff to hold 
fund-raising open day 


AMMAN (J.T.)— Under the pat- 
ronage of Minister of Occupied 
Territories Affairs Shawkat 
Mahmoud, the .United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Pai- 
eestine Refugees (UNRWA) staff 
of the Jordan field office will org- 
anise Wednesday a sponsored run 
at the Amman Training Centre. 

Tbe run win starrat 3 p.m- and 
the money raised will be spent on 
activities: such as special. services 
for disabled refugees and for sch- 


ool summer clubs and camps org- 
anised yearly for orphaned ref- 
ugee boys and girls. 

In addition. to the run, there will 
be an open day starting at 9.00 
a.m. for UNRWA school activities 
including a display of arts, crafts, 
audio-visual aids as well as fol- 
klore dances by young school boys 
and girls. 

The training centre is situated 
on the road to Na’our. 


Three die in 
road tragedy 

IRBID (J.T.) — An Egyptian lab- 
ourer aged 48 has died after being 
hit by a service taxi on the Fo'ara 
road while a child also died after 
being hit by a car in Al Mansoura 
village in tbe Irbid Govemorate, 
according to a story in the local 
daily newspaper Al Ra’i. 

The Irbid public prosecutor has 
started investigations into the acc- 
ident, the paper said. 

Meanwhile another child from 
Taibah village in the same gov- 
ernorate was killed. 


roving the building of national 
universities were also debated at 
Tuesday's session. 

In response to the suggestion to 
build national universities sub- 
mitted by Yussef AJ Azzem. 
Prime Minister Ahmad ‘Obeidat 
said that the suggestion has been 
submitted to the relevant aut- 
horities. 

Mr. 'Obeidat said that building 
universities does not only depend 
on the government’s financial 
capabilities but also on a number 
of variables such as taking into 
consideration the future of gra- 
duates and in particular their job 
opportunities. 

Mr. ‘Obeidat added that: ‘‘We 
cannot accept the idea of building 
universities just upon somebody’s 
request” because the issue is rel- 
ated to many elements which eff- 
ect the progress of the country. 

Members also suggested est- 
ablishing badly-needed gov- 
ernment departments in Aqaba. 

The house postponed the dis- 
cussion of an inquiry presented by 
member Laith Shbeilat con- 
cerning the confiscation of pas- 


sports from Jordanian citizens and 
the prohibiting of their from wor- 
king and travelling. The discussion 
of the inquiry was postponed until 
a session to be held next week 
which will discuss such internal 
situations. 

Draft laws on licences and fees 
imposed on commercial, pro- 
fessional and touristic activities 
were referred by the house to its 
committees to be debated. 

Tbe house approved a tem- 
porary law on a loan agreement 
signed between the Jordanian 
government and the Iraq Foreign 
Development Fund to finance the 
first stage of the Azraq-Aqaba 
road project. 

The house also referred the law 
approving a loan agreement bet- 
ween the Jordanian and the Syrian 
government to invest in utilising 
the waters of the Yarmouk River 
and another loan agreement for an 
irrigation project in the Jordan 
V alley signed between Jordan and 
the Kuwait Fund for Arab Eco- 
nomic Development and other 
loan agreements. 


Spanish cities delegation 
visits ADC, ministry 


AMMAN (Petra) — The work of 
the municipalities and its relation 
to the Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Env- 
ironment. in audition io the act- 
ivities of the ministry's various 
departments were discussed Tue- 
sday during a meeting between the 
Spanish cities delegation and the 
Acting Under-secretary of the 
ministry. Mr. Adeeb Burqan. 

The Spanish cities delegation, 
currently on a three-day official 
visit to Jordan, also met Mr. Sami 
Al Rasheid. director of the 


Amman Developmeni Cor- 
poration. where they listened to a 
briefing about the corporation, its 
work and the projects it has and is 
in the process of implementing. 

Later the delegation toured 
Jerash. the Jordan Valley and the 
Dead Sea. 

On Monday the delegation mei 
Amman Mayor Abdul Raouf Al. 
Rawabdeh and attended a dinner 
parjy hosted by Amman Mun- 
icipality's Deputy Mayor Sultan 
Khleifat. 


European Red Cross 
presidents to visit soon 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Presidents of 
four European Red Cross Soc- 
ieties will arrive here on May 15 
on a visit to Jordan at the inv- 
itation of Dr. Ahmad Abu Qoura. 
president of the Jordanian Nat- 
ional Red Crescent Society. 

The four are the heads of soc- 
ieties in Sweden. Norway. Finland 
and Denmark. 


During their five-day stay here 
the visitors will hold talks with Dr. 
Abu Ooura and his aides on ways 
of bolstering co-operation bet- 
ween humanitarian and charitable 
societies in Jordan and the Sca- 
ndinavian countries. 

They will also be briefed on the 
Jordanian society's activities and 
will tour the country’s tourist and 
archaeological sites. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Queen Zein to open flower show 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty Queen Zein. the Queen Mot- 
her will open a flower show Wednesday at the Intercontinental 
Hotel in Amman. The two-day show is being organised by the 
Young Women’s Christian Association under the slogan ‘‘Blooms 
for Peace". 

UNRWA commissioner flies home 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Commissioner-General of United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) for Palestine refugees Olof 
Rydbeck left for Vienna Monday at the end of a week-long visn to 
Jordan during which he met His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan and Prime Minister Ahmad ‘Obeidat to discuss issues 
pertaining to UNRWA services in Jordan. He also discussed 
refugee affairs with Minister of Occupied Territories Affairs Sha- 
wkat Mahmoud, representatives of Palestinian refugee camps in 
Jordan and representatives of UNRWA teachers. 

Real estate transactions increase 

AMMAN (Petra) — The year 1983 witnessed a remarkable inc- 
rease in real estate transactions. Al Ra’i Arabic daily newspaper 
quoted Lands and Survey Department officials as saying. The 
officials added that transactions related to land ownership amo- 
unted to 1,240 in the year 1982, compared with 2.790 in 1983, an 
increase of 125 per cent. 

Jordanian artist wins Oscar award 

PARIS (Petra) — A Jordanian artist has won the Greater Golden 
Medal Oscar from the Paris-based International Association of 
Contemporary Arts, sponsored by the International Academy for 
Information and Art Documentation. The award, won by Uremia 
Rezeq, followed her participation in an art exhibition held in 
Paris and other world capitals featuring paintings reflecting life 
and an in Jordan. Mrs. Rezeq has received a cable of con- 
gratulation from tbe president of the Paris-based academy con- 
gratulating her on this honour. 


Industry minister airs views on economy . 

Imports, consumption must 
be rationalised, says Anani 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of Industry, Trade and 
Tourism Jawad Al Anani said in a magazine int- 
erview that the economic boom witnessed by Jordan 
over the past 10 years has slackened of late and this 
requires certain measures to rationalise both imp- 
orts and consumption. 


In an interview with the 
London-based Arabic language 
magazine Al Tadamun. Dr. Anani 
said that Jordan had achieved an 
economic miracle over the past 10 
years, but the world economic 
recession and the retreat in oil 
revenues have had their effect and 
brought about the slackening in 
the economy. This, he added, req- 
uires a deeper look into the cha- 
llenges facing the country. 

Jordan, he explained.. is con- 
fronted with the need to provide 
its citizens with basic services like 
supply of water, food and energy, 
and. in view of the military pre- 
ssure imposed by the political sit- 
uation in the region. Jordan is 
required to allocate a large pro- 
portion of its revenues for wea- 
ponry in order to be able to defend 
itself. 

Sensitive to change 

He said thai Jordanian citizens 
arc sensitive to the developments 
in the Middle East region closely 
and constantly monitor both the 
political and economic situation. 

This they do with the purpose of 
finding the means of adapting 
themselves to the worst possible 
eventualities because they know 
that this region has always been 
unstable and therefore pre- 
cautions -should be taken. 


This psychological behaviour 
should betaken into consideration 
because Jordan's economy is aff- 
ected by it all the time. Dr. Anani 
said. 

He said: “What wc call sources 
of weakness in Jordan's economy 
is not a characteristic of Jordan 
alone because Jordan's general 
political circumstances reflect 
those of the whole region and any- 
thing that affects neighbouring 
Arab countries’ economies is 
bound to have its consequence on 
ours. 

But economic difficulties in 
Jordan cause fear and alarm unl- 
ike Ils effect on our neighbours, he 
noted. 

What we call for is simplicity in 
the economy and a return to bas- 
ics. Jordan imports more than it 
can consume. Wc import J D 1 .200 
million worth of goods every year. 
This means that all our income is 
spent on imports and this is simply 
unacceptable and a situation that 
eventually will lead to a cat- 
astrophe. 

Excessive consumption is very 
damaging to the economy, he 
emphasised. Most of our con- 
sumer goods arc imported and 
therefore we must find the means 
to rationalise these imports so as 
to rationalise consumption and 
here is where the government role 
comes. 



Jawad Al Anani 

Economic law 

The Jordanian government 
should introduce a law on eco- 
nomic crimes, he said, because 
such a law is more important than 
the Ministry of Supply in the sense 
that it can enforce the gov- 
ernment's will in combating any 
deviation from (he national eco- 
nomic line. I believe that the gov- 
ernment has the intention of int- 
roducing such a law . he added. 

With reference to the Arab 
Common Market. Dr. Anani exp- 
ressed the view that joint Arab 
economic action should emanate 
from the exchange of elements of 
production since some Arab slates 
have a surplus of funds and can 
invest them in others thus saf- 
eguarding this interests of both. 

He said contradictions among 
Arab states have actually ren- 
dered futile any common Arab 
action in economic affairs. 



Her Majesty Queen Noor visits a classroom and stands in on a lesson during her trip Tuesday to 
a girls secondary school here (Petra photo) 

Queen opens school exhibition 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Tuesday opened an 
annual exhibition at SaJaheddin 
Al Ayyoubi School in Ashrafich. 
marking the 30th anniversary of 
the school's establishment. 

The school's principal. Yusuf 
Abdul Fattah Masour. made a 
speech outlining the different sta- 
ges in the development of the sch- 
ool, which was established in 
1954. 

He also presented a briefing on 
the school's educational sports 
and scouting activities as well as 
on the civil defence and voluntary 


Agricultural 
credit talks 
to open in 
Tunisia 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is to 
take part in a three-day meeting of 
the Near East, North Africa Reg- 
ional Agricultural Credit Ass- 
ociation. which is due to open in 
Tunis on May 13. 

Delegates will discuss several 
working papers dealing with the 
agricultural experience of Cyprus. 
Tunisia, Morocco and Sudan. 

They will also review a regional 
study on investment in agr- 
icultural projects conducted by 
two specialists from the U.N. 
Food and Agricultural Org- 
anisation (FAO) to which the reg- 
ional association belongs, acc- 
ording to Mr. Ibrahim Abdullah, 
the association's secretary- 
general. 

Mr. Abdullah said that the del- 
egates will review the association's 
activities in 1982 and 1983. and its 
programmes for the coming per- 
iod. 

FAO’s aid and credit pro- 
grammes to the association's pro- 
jects will also be reviewed by the 
delegates, Mr. Abdullah said. 

Jordan will be represented at 
the association's meetings by a 
delegation led by Dr. Sami Al 
Sunna’, director-general of the 
Agricultural Credit Corporation. 


services it offers to the nei- 
ghbourhood and the exhibitions 
that ihe school organises from 
time to time to promote the stu- 
dents' creative abilities. 

The Queen inspected the exh- 
ibition and the items displayed 
and toured the school" s edu- 
cational centre, the commercial 
centre and the educational aids 
section. 

Later, the Queen watched a 
fire-fighting exercise and rescue 
and first aid operations. 

At the end of the ceremony. 
Queen Noor was presented with 
the school - s shield in recognition 
of her encouragement of edu- 
cational and cultural activities in 
the Kingdom. 

The ceremony was attended by 
Minister of Education Hikmat Al 
Saket and senior ministry officials. 

Later Queen Noor attended a 


ceremony naming one of Ash' 
rafieh's school after her. 

The school was named ihi 
Queen Noor Secondary School foi 
Girls. 

At the ceremony, the school": 
headmistress made a speech wel 
coming the Queen and paying tri 
bute to her for her keenness ii 
developing and caring for the edu 
cational activities of all citizens. 

Queen Noor then attended , 
“dabkeh dance" put on by th 
schoof s guides and then inspects 
the guides' camp, the school - 
departments, the laboratory an 
nursery. 

Towards the end of the visit, (hi 
Oueen opened an exhibition org 
anised by the school students. 

The ceremony was attended b; 
Mr. Saket. Amman Mayor Abdu 
'Ra'ouf Al Rawabdeh and othe 
senior officials. 


Swissair: 

To Switzerland, 
the finest 
shopping center in 
Europe. 

You cun tell that Switzerland is situated in 
the center of Europe by the world-famous 
Batinhafsirusse in Zurich, for instance. Side 
by side with the biggest Swiss banks, all 
international fashion houses and jewellers 
display what is all the latest in Rome. Dussel- 
dorf, London and Paris. Shopping flights 
leave Amman twice a week at 12.30: every 
Wednesday and Friday. 

Your UTA travel agent or Swissair will be 
glad to g/veyow all further information. 

Swissair Amman, c/o Near East Tourist Cen- 
tre, Arcades Hotel Jordan Intercontinental, 

P.O. Box 2518, phone 41906. 4 1361. ext. 3318. 


swissair 
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^Breaking camel’s back 

WITH Nabih Bern and Walid Junblatt agreeing to join Rashid 
Karami's new government, one of the major obstacles to ach- 
ieving national unity in Lebanon has been removed. There 
remains of course former President Suleiman Franjieh’s opp- 
osition to the new set-up and other issues standing in the way of 
red progress towards restoring the country, its sovereignty 
and independence; but these are problems of a technical nat- 
ure, and could be handled by negotiations and dialogue bet- 
ween brothers. The fundamental problem facing Lebanon 
now, however, is Israel and its occupation of the south. 

Israel , which has seen its objectives in Lebanon crumble one 
after the other, is left with very few options to salvage som- 
ething from its two-year-old invasion of the country. It can 
either work to sabotage Syrian efforts to stabilise Lebanon 
around the Gemayel- Karami formula, or, failing that, it will 
concentrate on consolidating its hold south of the Litani River, 
in terms of a permanent occupation or something of the sort. 

In line with this, and only hours after the two Lebanese 
opposition leaders Bern and Junblatt agreed to join Kara mi’s 
government. Israel announced that the rightist “Lebanese 
Forces" militia would open an office in Jerusalem on May 17 
and that its staff may receive some privileges normally acc- 
orded to diplomats. The Israeli step was taken not only to 
antagonise the Syrians. Berri and Junblatt, who would be 
colleagues of the effective leader of the rightist militia Pierre 
Gemayel. but apparently also to deter Fraiyteh from joining 
the new government. 

Even before David Kimche. the director-general of the Isr- 
aeli Foreign Ministry, disclosed the news of the projected ope- 
ning of the militia's office in Jerusalem on Tuesday, the former 
Lebanese president had declared his opposition to join the 
elder Gemayel in the government because of the latter’s ties 
with Israel. 

So, the latest Israeli move to sabotage Lebanese 
reconciliation is but an open trick that must not be allowed to 
pass. The “Lebanese Forces*’ are not angels who would not 
collaborate with Israel to get their way; but at the same time the 
possibility of Israel manipulating them — without their consent 
— for its own ends and purposes could not be ruled out either. 
The Lebanese would be ill-advised to make just the news of the 
opening the militia's office in Jerusalem the straw that broke 
the camel's back. 

~ ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra'i: Peace means withdrawal 


JN HIS meeting with world journalists Monday King Hussein re- 
aflirined that the Arab demand fur u total Israeli withdrawal from 
Arab territory is non- negotiable. An inevitable withdrawal is a firm 
Jordanian conxiction if a just and comprehensive peace is to be 
achieved in this region. 

King Hussein was careful to underline Jordan’s views with regard 
to Jerusalem and rejection of any Israeli changes in the character and 
status of the holy. city. In reference to the Zionist policies in the 
occupied areas King Hussein said that it can be described as a 
colonialist policy because the Israelis have seized the land and built 
settlements on it and have been intent on evicting the legitimate 
owners. 

King Hussein exposed l sraers aggressive intentions and its designs 
against the Arab inhabitants and the peace and stability of this 
region. He ret erred to Washington's humanitarian and moral res- 
ponsibility tow jrds the establishment of peace and said that it should 
he held responsible tor Zionist extremism and itsconstant defiance of 
international principles. U.S. support and help to Israel politically, 
militarily and economically has contributed to a great extent to its 
extremism and its intransigence. 

Ai Dustour: For an international forum 

JORDAN HAS been calling for the convening of an international 
conference to solve the MidJle East conflict and for the participation 
of all panics concerned in such a conference. The reason for this is to 
take the issue out of the confined circle to a larger area that can offer 
neutral and objective judgment and a more balanced solution to the 
problem . 

At his meeting with the journalists' delegation Monday. King 
Hussein made it clear that the Middle East crisis should not be’ left for 
one nation to solve but should rather be given international con- 
sideration if rhe aspired peace is w Iasi. He stressed the need for 
the implementation of U.N. Security Council Resolutions 242 and 
338 and the principle of total Israeli withdrawal, since Arab ter- 
ritories should never be subject to negotiation. 

In the light of U.S. failure to handle the issue on its own, we have 
the right to demand an international peace conference which would 
offer n just an acceptable formula for peace. We cannot allow the 
Middle East problem to be totally handled by the U.S.. which con- 
tinues to offer unlimited support for our enemy, which defies U.N. 
resolutions. Jordan realises that Israel" s intransigence lies behind rhe 
continued lack of peace and the ever-present danger of war. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Message to the world 

THROUGH THE visiting journalists King Hussein conveyed Jor- 
dan’s peace message to the world. He said that bloodshed and vio- 
lence in the Middle East should end so that its countries can live in 
peace. He referred to Jordan’s firm commitment to national causes 
and lo the Arab inhabitants of the occupied regions who are exposed 
to arbitrary measures at the hands of the Zionist invaders. 

The King said that any talk about peace should be coupled with 
res|*msihihty by all nations who should call for an end to occupation 
an-l offer the Palestinians their rights in their homeland. King Hus- 
sein s statement came amidst irresponsible statements by the U.S. 
presidential candidates who are striving lo gain Jewish votes in the 
upcoming election. 

It is a shame lo see such candidates trying to win the blessing of 
Israel rather than the American people and trying to show respect . 
and allegiance to a Zionist state that has a long criminal record. These 
candidates sound similar to voices coming out from Israel calling for ■ 
holding on to the occupied Arab lands, and this clearly reflects the 
true political face of the United States, which has no commitment 
whatsoever to peace. 


Worldwide alarm over the 


By Hugh Caradoo 

LONDON — During April this 
year I have attended two con- 
ferences on the Middle East — 
one in Europe and one in Ame- 
rica. The first was in Oslo in Nor- 
way and the second in Virginia in 
the United States. 

The two conferences on the 
same subject were very different. 

The Oslo conference- con- 
centrated on the situation on the 
ground in the countries mainly 
and directly concerned — in Israel 
and Palestine, the Lebanon. Jor- 
dan and Syria and Egypt. Those 
who took part were mostly from 
those countries, and included 
some academic participation from 
American and other universities. 
A successful endeavour was made 
to give a full description of the 
present situation especially iu the 
occupied Palestinian territories, 
including East Jerusalem, and in 
Lebanon. The papers read at the 
conference, with reports and 
comments, constituted a vivid and 
up-to-date picture of present pro- 
blems and hiture fears in this per- 
haps the most dangerous area of 


the world. 

Amongst those in Norway who 
sponsored and organised the Oslo 
conference were young Nor- 
wegian doctors — men and 
women who had worked in hos- 
pitals and clinics in Lebanon. They 
brought a spirit of personal hum- 
anitarian involvement and ded- 
icated devotion to the needs of 
those who have suffered so ter- 
ribly as a result of the invasion of 
Lebanon. 

The other conference in Vir- 
ginia, called **A trans- Atlantic 
dialogue on the Middle East”, 
brought together representatives 
of the American National Council 
on U.S.-Arab Relations and the 
British Council for Advancement 
of Arab-British Understanding. It 
dealt with the international asp- 
ects of the Middle East situation 
including diplomatic, economic 
and strategic issues. 

Those who participated in this 
dialogue included U.S. Con- 
gressmen and members of the Bri- 
tish Parliament and writers and 
reporters who had long studied 
the problems of the Middle East 
and frequently visited the cou- 


ntries concerned. Putting together 
their extensive experience they 
were able to give a broad ass- 
essment of international attitudes 
and interests and prospects. 

I have myself been long inv- 
olved in the Middle East since I 
first went to Jerusalem more than 
half a century ago (I arrived to 
see the crowds pour out from the 
Damascus Gate in Jerusalem after 
the midday prayers in the Wailing 
Wall riots). For many years I lived 
and worked in Palestine and Jor- 
dan. and later in the United Nat- 
ions. I go back to Jerusalem and 
Nablus and Amman whenever I 
can. So I might have thought that I 
had little to learn from the two 
April conferences. I would have 
been wrong. For I realise now that 
in Oslo and in Virginia 1 learned a 
great deal. 

Since I came back from Norway 
and America I have tried to sum 
up in my own thinking my imp- 
ressions and conclusions from 
these two important international 
consultations — one dealing with 
the present situation and the other 
more concerned with future pos- 
sibles — but each very relevant 


Middle East situation 
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to the other. 

When I flew back from Oslo I 
was overwhelmed with an ind- 
ignant sense of injustice — the 
injustice of the domination of one 
people over another. Absolute 
domination. Frequent arrests — 
specially of young men — without 
charge or explanation. Wid- 
espread seizure of Palestinian 
land. Elected mayors attacked and 
dismissed. The terrible Ansar 
Camp where thousands of Pal- 


estinians and Lebanese were long 
imprisoned without access to law- 
yers or to their families, the camp 
now operating again. It was in the 
field of education that the reports 
shocked me most. Severe res- 
trictions with opportunities to go 
to universities in other countries 
denied, teachers sent away, books 
banned, and the Arab universities 
in the occupied territories har- 
assed and frequently closed. 

What a disgrace that a people 
should be denied human rights in 
their own country. 

And when I flew back from 
America I did so with an even gre- 
ater sense of failure and fru- 
stration. The Democratic can- 
didates were vying with each other 
to win votes over the future of Jer- 
usalem. The U.S. government was 
announcing further aid to the Isr- 
aeli Likud government on the 
same day as Prime Minister Sha- 
mir was announcing the creation 
of additional Jewish settlements 
on Palestinian land. All proposals 
for peace had been flatly rejected 
by the Likud government, inc- 
luding the proposal made by Pre- 


sident Reagan himself. The Ame- 
rican and British experts gathered 
in the hills of Virgin* saw little 


But while the situation on the 
ground is so unjust and the out- 
look in international initiative so 
negative* there has long been a 
growing international realisation’ 
on what is required. The Lebanese 

musL be independent in their pun 
country. The Palestinians must be 
free in" a homeland of their own. 
The Israelis must be secure in the- 
irs. Each purpose has been long 
accepted in the United Nations. 
Each purpose is dependent on the 
other two. 

The deliberations id the con- 
ferences in Oslo and Virginia str- 
ongly emphasised two mam fac- 
tors." First. how near has come the 
drift to terrible disaster, and sec- 
ond. how- urgent it is in the int- 
erests of all concerted to launch in 
time another international ini- 
tiative based on principles already 
widely accepted. — .Arab News, 
Jeddah. 


Duarte’s victory expected to 


By Berad Debusmann 

Reuter 

SAN SALVADOR — El Sal- 
vador's elections, in which Chr- 
istian Democrat Jose Napoleon 
Duarte has claimed victory, are 
virtually certain to lead to deeper 
United States involvement in the 
war against Left-wing guerrillas, 
diplomats and government off- 
icials say. 

But little else appeared to be 
certain as Mr. Duane was pre- 
paring to take office as El Sal- 
vador’s first freely-elected civilian 
president in 52 years after ele- 
ctions which spotlighted his cou- 
ntry's bitter divisions. 

In his first press conference 
after the poll, Mr. Duarte vowed 
to crack down -on El Salvador s 
notorious Right-wing Death Squ- 
ads, end human rights abuses by 
the security forces, and push thr- 
ough the reforms he says his cou- 


ntry needs. 

Human rights violations and the 
activities of Death Squads have 
stiffened reluctance in the U.S. 
Congress to provide the military 
and economic aid on which El Sal- 
vador government depends for 
survival. 

“The Americans like nothing 
better than free elections.” said 
one European diplomat and 
added that with Mr. Duarte, a 
moderate with an image as a ref- 
ormer in charge, there would be 
little problem in getting Congress 
to provide more aid. 

Since President Reagan took 
office in 1981, the U.S. has pum- 
ped almost a billion dollars in mil- 
itary and economic aid into El Sal- 
vador to back the government in 
its fight against rebels of the Far- 
abundo Marti National Liberation 
Front (FMLN). 

The number of U.S. military 
personnel training and advising 
Salvadorean troops has more than 


quadrupled. Recently. U.S. rec- 
onnaissance aircraft based in 
Honduras began regular tactical 
support missions for Salvadorean 
army units. 

The Reagan administration 
describes El Salvador as being on 
the front line in the fight between 
“democracy and international 
Communism”. Washington insists 
a Left-wing victory in El Salvador 
would trigger a chain reaction that 
would spill Left-wing revolution 
to the doorstep of the United Sta- 
tes. 

“They can’t do it by the- 
mselves.” a U.S. military adviser 
said. “They definitely need a big 
commitment by the U.S.” 

Mr. Duarte has pledged reforms 
so extensive that the guerrillas will 
no longer have any reason to fight 
against what they consider social, 
economic, and political inequality 
in a country where the gap bet- 
ween rich and poor is wide even by 
Third World standards. 


bring more American aid 


But diplomats say Mr. Duarte's 
ability to implement radical cha- 
nge is severely limited by a num- 
ber of powerful forces, including 
parliament, the army and the bus- 
iness community. 

“He will have to move very, 
very carefully if he wants to solve 
El Salvador’s problems rather 
than aggravate them.” one envoy 
said. “ Duarte has little room for 
manoeuvre.” 

His Christian Demicratic Party 
holds only 24 seats in the 60-seat 
parliament and radical legislation 
affecting the business community 
could easily be blocked by the 
conservative groups which dom- 
inate the assembly. 

Christian Democrats won the 
largest single share of the vote in - 
assembly elections two years ago 
but control of the body went to 
rightist parties led by the Nat- 
ionalist Republican Alliance of 
Roberto D’ Aubuisson — the loser 
in Sunday’s run-off poll. 


A rightist coalition forged in 
1982 has disintegrated but gov- 
ernment officials say radical eco- 
nomic reforms could prompt them 
to close ranks again. 

During the election campaign. 
Mr. Duarte gave few concrete 
details of the reforms he is pla- 
nning to rebuild an economy sha- 
ttered by more than four years of 
civil war. 

Rightists routinely label him a 
“Communist" and blame him for 
destroying the economy when he 
was president between 1980 and 
1982. 

Mr. Duane was appointed, ra- 
ther than elected, president in 
1980 following U.S. pressure on 
• the array. He has often com- 
plained that the military curtailed 
his freedom of action when he was 
in charge of El Salvador. 

To what extent the army will 
now co-operate with him remains 
to be seen. El Salvador has been 


run bv the military — directly or 
indirectly — for 50 years during 
which the army chiefly acted as the 
defender of wealth and privilege. 

“I am going to ... correct the 
defects and abuses of power in the 
military.” Mr. Duane said after 
the elections. “It is vital that they 
understand their apolitical and 
neutral role in national defence 
and national security. I will put an 
end to abuses of authority." 

Senior military sources say most 
of the army high command is pre- 
pared to back Mr. Duane and 
move against hard-line rightist off- 
icers associated with Death Squ- 
ads and human rights abuses. 

The sources said Chief of Staff 
Col. Adolfo Blandon had already- 
drawn up orders for the removal 
of several top officers in a purge 
designed to convince the U.S. 
Congress that El Salvador's mil- 
itary were worthy of continued 
U.S. assistance. 



Caribbean faces tough decisions 


The recent violence in the Dominican Republic has starkly highlighted 
the problems facing many Caribbean countries in their dealings with 
the International Monetary Fund, whose economic medicine often 
proves politically unpalatable. Canute James reports. 


KINGSTON — The recent riots in 
the Dominican Republic, sparked 
by economic policies designed to 
fulfil the terms of an International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) loan, will 
force several neighbouring gov- 
ernments to think more than twice 
about their relations with the 
Fund. 

Yet. given the parlous state of 
their economies, some gov- 
ernments, such as those of Jam- 
aica and Guyana, appear to have 
little option but to turn to the IMF 
if they are to get any short term 
economic relief. 

The prospect of running battles 
in the street over food prices, 
however, could embolden the reg- 
ion's recipients of credits from the 
Fund to ask for some stay in exe- 
cuting unpopular economic cha- 
nges. 

Like the Dominican Republic, 
most Caribbean countries are fac- 
ing chronic shortages of hard cur- 
rency because of falling earnings 
from a narrow range of raw mat- 
eria] and commodity exports. Nat- 
ional coffers are empty because 
earnings from sugar, bananas, 
bauxite and tourism have slowed 
to a trickle. 

There have been two flare-ups 
in the Dominican Republic in as 
many months. Some governments 
in the region which might see a 
warning in the carnage and des- 
truction in Santo Domingo are 
pressed for time to consider whe- 
ther lo accept an IMF programme. 

“The policies of the int- 
ernational institutions need to be 
reviewed in terms of whether they 
will continue to be cast in concrete 
or whether they will have more 


flexibility," said Mr. Edward 
Seaga. the prime minister of Jam- 
aica. whose administration has 
had thTee years of contentious 
dealings with the IMF. “I refer in 
particular to the IMF and the 
World Bank." 

The Dilemma faced by Pre- 
sident Salvador Jorge Blanco of 
the Dominican Republic starkly, 
illustrates the deep-seated con- 
cerns of several regional gov- 
ernments. 

The Fund is willing to give the 
country credits of S466 million, 
but the Dominican government 
has been wary of the political con- 
sequences of acceptance. 

The IMF was asking that pay- 
ment for all imports, including oil. 
representing a total of $800 mil- 
lion, be moved from the peso's off- 
icial rate of exchange, which is at 
par with the dollar, to the lower 
“parallel" rate of three pesos to 
the dollar. 

This would constitute a de facto 
devaluation. But President Blanco 
is on record as saying that he will 
not devalue the peso. In fact, he 
did make a concession to the IMF 
by agreeing to move all imports 
except for oil. worth about $350 
million, to the parallel rate, thus 
sharply driving up prices. 

Cash from the IMF is not all the 
country needs. Creditor banks 
which are willing to grant new 
loans of $800 million to help the 
government continue servicing its 
$2.6 billion foreign debt are unw- 
illing to give the green light until 
the IMFs “seal of approval" in 
the form of an economic policy 
agreement is in place. 

Behind the Dominican adm- 


inistration's reluctance there are 
also political calculations. Joc- 
keying for position for the 1986 
presidential elections has started, 
and there has been growing con- 
cern within the ruling Partico 
Revolucionario Dominicano at 
the likely effect of its candidate of 
unpopular economic measures. 

No Caribbean leader is likely to 
be more concerned at the dev- 
elopments in the Dominican Rep- 
ublic than Mr. Seaga in nei- 
ghbouring Jamaica. The prime 
.minister’s criticism of the IMFs 
“inflexibility" came amid efforts 
lo agree conditions for a $ 1 80 mil- 
lion standby credit package which 
was expected before Christmas, 
and it indicated growing dis- 
illusionment. 

Three years ago Mr. Seaga saw 
the IMF as a fundamental part of 
the island's financial future. He 
apparently sjill does, given Jam- 
aica's hunger for hard currency. 

But the 62 per cent cumulative 
devaluation of the Jamaican dollar 
since November, and an agr- 
eement with the IMF to cut the 
budget deficit from 15 per cent of 
GDP to a single digit figure at one 
go, are sure to be unpopular. Jam- 
aica’s parallel exchange rate was 
done away with and the currency 
unified in November, to pave the 
way for negotiations with the IMF. 

While he contemplates the tra- 
vails of President Blanco. Mr. 
Seaga must recall that it was the 
implementation of the IMF con- 
ditions in the late 1970s which 
eroded the popularity of Mr. Mic- 
hael Manley, his predecessor, for- 
cing a general election which bro- 
ught Mr. Seaga the prime min- 
istership. 

As in the Dominican Republic, 
too, Jamaica' s creditor banks have 
agreed in principle to reschedule a 


part of the foreign debt, but are 
keen first on seeing an agreement 
with the IMF. 

In Guyana, President Forbes 
Burnham is Likely to regard the 
Dominican Republic's problems 
as vindicating his bold stand aga- 
inst the IMF. • 

In seeking loans of $250 mil- 
lion. Mr. Burnham last year rej- . 
ected IMF proposals for a sub- 
stantial devaulation. and a cut in 
the budget deficit by the removal 
of subsidies on staples such as rice 
and sugar. 

Mr. Burnham indicated some 
move towards meeting IMF sug- 
gestions by devaluing the Guy- 
anese dollar by 20 per cent earlier 
this year. But while the official 
rate of exchange is GS3.75 to the 
U.S. dollar, the black market rate 
isG$15 to the dollar. 

The government is hoping that 
international creditors will res- 
chedule payments on the cou- 
ntry’s U.S.S1.3 billion foreign 
debt. But the creditors, like those 
of the Dominican Republic and 
Jamaica, will want a pact with the 
IMF first. 

Irouically. the disturbances in 
the Dominican Republic came 
only a few days after the gov- 
ernment of Barbados publicly 
boasted of an impressive ach- 
ievement. The island's economy 
met the final performance criteria 
and had completed an IMF pro- 
gramme, agreed in 1 982, and qua- 
lified for $35 million in credits. 

Barbados had a head start, acc- 
ording to government officials, in 
approaching the Fund when the 
first signs of trouble appeared. But 
certainly for the Dominican Rep- 
ublic. and perhaps for Jamaica and 
Guyana, too, it may be just a bit 
too late — Financial Times news 
feature. 


White House views 
China trip as goo i 
for ho me politics 


By Michael Gelb 

WASHINGTON — President 
Reagan's six-day trip to China has 
been generally hailed in Was- 
hington as a success and White 
House political strategists believe 
it will be a winner with American 
voters. 

Mr. Reagan's political aides 
hope television broadcasts of the 
president with leaders of the 
world’s largest Communist nation 
will help offset public fears about 
deteriorating relations with the 
Soviet Union. 

“The trip shows this is a pre- 
sident with an ability to be flexible 
ia international issues. 

“If makes it difficult for the 
Democrats to point to him as 
being unreasonable in foreign aff- 
airs." one Reagan campaign off- 
icial said. 

He said miles of film footage 
shot by Republican Party camera 
crews who followed Mr. Reagan 
through China would probably be 
more persuasive in the autumn 
presidential election campaign 
than opposition Democrat cha- 
rges that Mr. Reagan is a trigger 
happy cowboy who would rather 
fight than talk. 

Newspaper editorial writers and 
foreign policy analysts praised Mr. 
Reagan for dropping his lifelong 
hostility towards Peking. They 
said the visit should cement the 
tenuous Sino-U.S. ties developed 
fitfully since Richard Nixon's 
1972 visit to China ended Was- 
hington’s 25-year insistence that 
China's legitimate rulers resided 
in Taipei 

Mr. Reagan's olive branch acc- 
ords with the mainstream Dem- 
ocratic Party view that U.S. policy 
should be shifted away from Tai- 
wan and it will be hard for the 
Democrats to fault it. 

The most likely Democratic 
response was voiced by Sen. Jos- 
eph Biden who said: “ It will take a 
lot more than a trip to China to 
make h is fore ign policy suc- 
cessful." 

Former Vice President Walter 
Mondale has chided Mr. Reagan, 
who said in the 1980 campaign’ 
that normalised ties with Peking 
could be disastrous, for taking 30 
years to see reality. But Mr. Mon- 
dale. Mr. Reagan’s likely opp- 
onent, does not differ on sub- 
stance. 

“There is an enormous irony for 
people who were attacked (on 
China) by Mr. Reagan during the 
1 980 campaign ... (but) I think it is 
really important for all of us that 
he’s made this trip,’’ former State 
Department official Richard Hol- 
brooke said. 

Mr. Holbrooke, an assistant 


secretary of state under President 
Carter, said in a television int- 
erview he was pleased that China 
was probably finished as a part isan 
political issue in the United Slates. 

Since 1948. when a Democratic 
administration watched Mao 
Tse-Tung take power, con- 
servative politicians such as Mr. 
Nixon and Mr. Reagan have cur- 
ried favour with right-wing voters 
by flaying the Democrats as the 
parry that "lost" China. 


But a New York Times editorial 
dismissed that as "ancient his- 
tory" and praised Mr. Reagan for 
“widening the path opened by 
three predecessors." The trip 

closed a bitter chapter by sig- 
nifying that America’s China pol- 
icy is now stable and dependable,” 
the Times added. 

The Washington Post, which 
like the Times has sharply con- 
demned much of Mr. Reagan's 
foreign policy, called Mr. Rea- 
gan’s visit to Peking “the eighth 
wonder of the world.” But it was 
clearly pleased by his conversion. 

Even the controversy over Chi- 
nese government editing of a tel- 
evision broadcast of some of Mr. 
Reagan’s public remarks did tittle 
to dampen enthusiasm. 


Peking’s censorship of Mr. 
Reagan’s remarks on “ Soviet agg- 
ression ’ and his praise for Ame- 
rican capitalism captured the ima- 
gination of reporters travelling 
with Mr, Reagan. 

Some analysts called Mr. Rea- 
gan s comments a blundering ins- 
ult to the Chinese, but editorial 
writers and policy specialists gen- 
erally dismissed the flap as uni- 
mportant. 

Mr. Reagan’s zeal was ove- 
rdone. but harmless, the Times- 
said, and the Baltimore Sun chose 
to focus on Chinese hypocrisy in 
censonng Mr. Reagan for anti- 
Soviet remarks far milder than 
many uttered by the Chinese lea- 
dership iq years past. 

. . In M*- Reagan strategists 
think the censorship incident and 
a willingness to risk the ire of his 
hosts by renewing his vow to sell 
^ms to Taiwan may provide pol- 
itical benefits by re-assuring 
ngm-wing supporters about his 
fundamental beliefs. 


enhances the courage of the i 
sideni m trying to get his mess 
ac £f’ a campaign aide said 
me conservative Washing 
Times agreed, saying: “Mr. fi 
gans statements were bold 
sfraighdorward. There was a 
Richard Nixon's fawning 
keep talking. Mr. President" 







NAUGHTY: good^for not- 
hing " - 

' In the days of Miles Standish 
they spoke of “the naughty 
canoes,” and tins gives an idea 
of the original meaning of the 
word; worthless; of bad qua- 
lity; or just good-for-aanghL 
This was raerety a stronger way 
of saying naught, which' is der- 
ived from the Old English naw- 
at; that is, “no *»'’ W '"not- 
hing". Later on naughty came 
to signify evil or corrupt, as a 
naughty -pack ; that is** a woman 
of bad character^' Not until 
fairly modern' times, did nau- 
ghty come to. describe a child's 
mischief as h does. now. 

PARASITES: they eat beside 
you. 

A man .of means in ancient 
Greece or Rome usually had a 
good many- followers who 
would flatter and fawn on him 
in the interesrof being well fed 
at his table -They were the par- 
asites of that day. The Latin 
parashus is responsible for the 
word, and it stems from the 
Greek parasites, formed from 
para, “beside”, and sitos, 
“food.” So nowadays a par- 
asite is an obsequious flatterer 
who lives at another's expense, 
or an animal or plant that dep- 
ends on another organism for 
existence. 

CURFEW: cover the fire 

This word curfew is nearerin 
sound than many others to the 
original source. In certain sec- 
tions of Europe in the Middle 
Ages there was a Iw requiring 
households to cover their fires 
or to extinguish all lights on the 
streets on the stroke of a bell at 
a certain hour of the evening. 
This was the. curlew, a switch 
by easy stages from the French 
words couvre feu, which, in 
translation, means “cover 
fire”. 

COLONEL: he leads a col- 
umn 

We may have sometimes 
wondered why the 'word col- 
onel wasn’t spelled “kernel”. 
This strange phenomenon is 
explained by the fact that col- 
onel tracc5K>riginstlly tothe Ifa-= 
lian term cokmello, “the chief 
commander of a regiment, 
which comes, in turn, fromcol- 
onna, “column,” that is, the 
“column” which the officer 
leads. The whole package goes 
back to the Latin colnnma, 
••pillar.” As the deacon is the 
••pillar" of the church, so the 
colonel isthe^pillar" of his reg- 
iment. 


Austrians bla ne spring winds 
for sweeping nental disorders 


By Peter Humphrey 

Reuter 

VIENNA — Austria has more ■ 
than its fair share of hypochon- 
driacs, neurotics and suicides and 
some psychiatrists blame it all on 
the “Austrian Soul.” 

“The Austrian Soul” is also the 
title of a new book by one of 
Austria's most pro min ent 
psychiatrists, Erwin Ringel. who 
keeps up the tradition of the 
Vienna that spawned Sigmund 
Freud's Behaviourist psychology 
and blames it all on the mind. 

Dr. Ringel says over half the 
population suffers from neurosis, 
while over 40 per cent of those 
who visit doctors seek medicine 
for imagined ills. Austria also has 
one of Europe's highest suicide 
rates. 

"Austria is a breeding ground 
of neurotics,” says Dr. Ringel 
and adds that it almost tops the 
world league for destructive 
psychosomatic illnesses, alcohol 
addiction and liver disease. 

Austrians are obsessed with 
suffering and bad conscience, 
dwell on bad memories and har- 
bour a deep mistrust of them- 
selves and others. Dr. Ringel 
argues. 

But leading Viennese neuro- 
surgeon Fritz Jenkner believes 
that those who think the weather 
causes collapses, makes people 
jump off bridges and lie down on 
railway lines, or simply drives 
them crazy, are right. 

Vienna is plagued for much of 


the spring by shifting winds and 
weather commonly known as the 
“foehn”, which many Viennese 
blame for headaches, circulation 
problems and psychological dis- 
turbances. 

Those who dismiss it as “all in 
the mind” are wrong, says Dr. 
Jenkner, who has discovered 
startling physiological differences 
between weather-sensitive and 
weather-resistant people. He says 
it is “all in the blood.” 

Dr. Jenkner examined over 

3,000 weather-sick patients at bis 
Vienna clinic and says 80 per cent 
of them had above-normal blood 
sedimentation rates — the speed 
at which red blood cells sink 
when blood is allowed to stand in 
a test-tube. 

The subject itself is not new: 
“One should be particularly on 
one's guard against changes in 
weather and should avoid in such 
times all bloodletting or the use 
of the scalpel,” the Greek physi- 
cian Hippocrates said in the fifth 
century B.C- 

But in the no-man's land be- 
tween medicine and meteorology 
the issue was long left at that. A 
weather connection was recog- 
nised, in ailments such as fatigue, 
blood pressure crises, headaches 
and sciatica, because they often 
followed changes in the weather. 

But the labyrinth of possible 
explanations defied objective sci- 
entific conclusions 

“I looked for a simple method 
that wood give us clues about 
weather-sensitivity. And in the 


tion rates. There is also a marked 
difference between men and 
women. Seventy-one per cent of 
the weather-sensitive were 
women. 

Only 20 per cent of weather- 
resistant people have headaches 
while 31 per cent of the weather- 
sensitive complain of them. 
Again, up to 77 per cent of the 
weather-resistant are easily cured 
of headaches, compared with 
only 35 per cent among the 
weather-sensitive, he says. 

D,r. Jenkner says this proves 
that people- who suffer under 
specific weather conditions differ 
from their weather-resistant 
counterparts not only “psychoso- 
maticaUy” but also objectively. 

His researches could be just the 
beginning. The “foehn" and the 
“psychosomatic” ailments it in- 
duces affect not only Austria, but 
Bavaria and eastern Switzerland. 

In all these places, as the foehn 
wind blows, heads ache, and 
nerves twitch. Austria's suicide 
rate is 3,500 yearly, 52.7 per 

100,000 people, and rises with the 
foehn. In Europe only Hungary 
and Denmark have higher levels, 
process f hit upon the sedimenta- 
tion rate and the count of particu- 
lar white blood corpuscles,” Dr. 
Jenkner said. 

Sedimentation rates have long 
been used by physicians as part of 
routine examinations. Dr. Jenk- 
ner says he has discovered that 
weather-sensitive patients regis- 
ter appreciably higher sedimenta- 


Brain transplants cure infertility 


By Paul Raeburn 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Female rmcethat 
-had been infertile gave birth to 
healthy offspring as the result of 
brain tissue transplants to restore 
a missing reproductive hormone, a 
researcher says. 

Hie value of the experiment is 
.that it demonstrates that tra- 
nsplanted brain cells can make the 
complex hook-ups needed to con- 
trol reproduction, said the res- 
earcher. Marie Gibson of the 
Mount Sinai Medical Centre in 
New York. 

,She said it is unlikely that brain 
transplants will be used to treat 
human infertility* ‘ 

Ms. G ibson is sche’duled lo de'S-' 
cribe her research Saturday at the 
annual meeting of the American 
Society for Clinical investigation 
in Washington. 

She and her collaborators, inc- 
luding Dr. Dorothy Krieger. chief 
of endocrinology at Mount Sinai, 
found that while the transplanted 
brain tissue did not function com- 
pletely normally, it did establish 
numerous connections with the 
brains into which it was tra- • 


nspl anted. 

The mice that received the tra- 
nsplants were not only infertile 
but their sexual organs were also 
severely underdeveloped, said 
Ms. Gibson. The transplants spa- 
rked the maturation of the sex 
organs and allowed six of 1 0 mice 
to bear normal offspring, she said. 

The mice did not have normal 
reproductive cycles, however. In 
normal mice, the amounts of var- 
ious reproductive hormones in the 
system rise and fall during a cycle 
of 4-6 days, anaiagous to the 
human menstrual cycle, that cul- 
minates in ovulation.- 

In the mice given brain tra- 
nsplants , however, the level of est- 
rogen, the female sex hormone, 
remained constant at an int- 
ermediate levlel. The mice ovu- 
lated only when stimulated by a 
male, said Ms. Gibson. That pre- 
sumably means that transplanted 
brain cells weren't working nor- 
mally, she said. 

The infertile mice lacked a brain 
hormone called gonadotron rel- 
easing hormone. Brain cells pro- 
ducing that hormone were taken 
from mouse embroys and sur- 
gically implanted in a cavity in the 


brain. 

The hormone then triggered the 
release of other hormones, eve- 
ntually leading to the production 
of estrogen and subsequent ovu- 
lation. 

A number of other research 
groups are investigating brain tra- 
nsplants in animal and humans. 

One group, led by Dr. Lars 
Olson at the Karolinska Institute 
in Stockholm, Sweden, has done 
brain tissue transplants on two 
humans with Parkinson's disease, 
a brain disorder marked by sha- 
king gradual loss of control of 
movement. One patient showed a 
"minor but permanent imp- 
rovement.” Dr L Olson has rep- 
orted, the other showed tem- 
porary improvement. 

Anders Bjorklund of the Uni- 
versity of Lund in Sweden has 
found' that brain-damaged rats 
unable to complete a maze were 
largely able to do So after rec- 
eiving brain transplants. 

Dr. Bjorklund has also done 
experiments hinting that tra- 
nsplants might be used to treat 
Alzheimer's disease, a premature 
loss of mental function. 
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ILO expands anti-apartheid efforts 


THE INTERNATIONAL Lab- 
our Organisation (ILO) has been 
actively engaged in a sustained 
and expanding programme to help 
the victims of South Africa's apa- 
rtheid policy as well as in mob- 
ilising international action to erase 
this abhorrent form of legalised 
racial discrimination. 

The multi-faceted programme 
fits in well with ILO's mandate to 
combat social injustice all over the 
world. Although modest in scope, 
the anti-apartheid programme can 
justifiably claim to have con- 
tributed to the steadily expanding 
resistance to racial discrimination 
on the part of not only the black 
majority in South Africa and 
Namibia, but also of the vast maj- 
ority of ILO’ s 1 50 member states. 

South Africa is no longer a 
member of the ILO and because 
of the latter’s commitment to fight 
all forms of social injustice, and its 
active involvement in the battle 
against apartheid. ILO activities 
are mainly confined to the front- 
line states where most of the vic- 
tims of apartheid seek refuge. 

These victims have, over the 
past few years, been the focus of 
most of the ILO anti-apartheid 
projects, involving vocational tra- 
ining in appropriate skills ranging 
from junior labour administrators 
to employment and development 
planning, rural development, pre- 
paration of plans for non- 
discri minatory labour legislation, 
training of refugees and migrant 
workers as well as vocational reh- 
abilitation of war victims and 


other disabled persons. 

The programme covers not only 
South Africa, but Namibia as well. 
The African National Congresj 
(ANC). the Pan- African Congress 
of Azania (PAC) and the South 
West African People’s Org- 
anisation (SWAPO) have all rec- 
eived help in a variety of ways to 
provide appropriate adm- 
inistrative and technical skills for 
the people who will, one day. play 
a constructive role when majority 
rule in South Africa or the long 
overdue independence of Nam- 
ibia become realities. 

Concerning Namibia, for ins- 
tance. most ILO projects fall wit- 
hin the framework of the U.N. 
Nationhood programme. Many of 
the N amibians benefiting from the 
ILO-supponed programmes will, 
sooner or later, be returning to an 
independent Namibia to take over 
roles for which they have been tra- 
ined. 

ILO projects focussed on South 
Africa are aimed at not only tra- 
ining' victims of apartheid in a 
broad spectrum of skills, but also 
in promoting and strengthening 
the South African independent 
black trade union movement. 

Black unions contacted 

Keeping in touch with black 
trade unions has often proved dif- 
ficult. Nevertheless, as Pierre 
Adossama. Chief of ILO's dep- 
artment responsible for the anii- 
a part he id programme says: “The 
ILO has managed to maintain and 


strengthen contacts with black 
independent trade union org- 
anisations from South Africa." 

Most of the ILO projects are. 
however, located in front-line sta- 
tes, in Tanzania, Angola, Lesotho. 
Mozambique, Zambia and Zim- 
babwe. Between 1978 and 1983. 
16 projects ranging from voc- 
ational training and vocational 
rehabilitation to workers edu- 
cation, rural development and 
equality of opportunity have 
been launched or completed, at a 
total cost of nearly $10 million. 
About 1 4 more projects, in a var- 
iety of disciplines, are now in the 
pipeline, with some ready to be 
launched and others awaiting fun- 
ding support. 

Governments supporting the 
ILO's anti-apartheid programme 
include Canada. Denmark. Fin- 
land. Italy. Norway. Spain and 
Sweden. The governments of 
India and Pakistan as well as the 
Philippines employers’ org- 
anisation and workers org- 
anisations of Cyprus are among 
others who have supported the 
programme. 

What ihe ILO has been able to 
raise over the past six years to fin- 
ance its technical co-operation 
and vocational training pro- 
grammes for southern Africa rep- 
resents only a fraction of what the 
South African government has 
been spend ingeac/i year to lull the 
world into believing that it has lib- 
eralised its racist policy. But as the 
ILO's latest report on apartheid 
points out the changes made in the 


application of apartheid have not 
fundamentally altered the basic 
elements of that racist policy. 

No real change 

It would be a mistake, for the 
world to believe that because 
South African authorities have 
given limited representation to 
coloureds and Indian minorities in 
parliament, racial discrimination 
in the country is on its way out. On 
the contrary, the bamustan policy 
of Pretoria has made the black 
majority aliens in their own land. 
People are forcibly moved to so- 
called independent bantustans. 
Millions have been forcibly upr- 
ooted from their homes. 

No government, however pow- 
erful. can hope to suppress the 
majority of the people for all time. 
Although the white rulers of 
South Africa re u fuse to sec the 
writing on the wall, most obs- 
ervers concede that sooner or 
later, they will have to settle for 
majority rule. 

ILO's ami-apartheid pro- 
gramme. which has the backing ot 
the governments, workers' and 
employers' organisations of its 
1 50 member states, is designed to 
accelerate this process. .While 1 
there has been indications ol inc- 
reased financial support for the 
programme. Pierre Adossama 
asserts that more could be ach- 
ieved with additional funding sup- 
port for the ILO projects, which 
are already in the pipeline, ready 
to be launched. — ILO feature. 


Romania urges childbirth increase 


By David Storey 

Reuter 

BUCHAREST — A new joke is 
being whispered among Rom- 
anian families, who have been 
exhorted to revive the country's 
flagging birth-rate by producing 
up to four children as a patriotic 
duty. 

"Ok. we'll have four children." 
runs the punchline. “But only if 
we can follow government eco- 
nomic policy and keep one and 
export three." 

To repay large foreign debts. 
Eastern Europe's most rigid 
Communist regime is exporting all 
it can. including food and energy, 
keeping only the minimum for 
home consumption. 

In this climate ofdesperaie sho- 
rtages — where baby milk is uno- 
btainable. meat is a rare treat and 
where dock leaves, nettles and 
watercress make up much of the 
green produce at the market — 
the call for bigger families strikes 
an incongruous note. 

“Parents are stretched to feed 
the kids they have already." said 
one hard-working father. 

The need for population growth 
was outlined in the hectoring spe- 
ech by President Nicolae Cea- 
usescu to the Health Council in 


March. He declared it was “the 
highest honour and social mission 
of a woman to bear children." 

The number of births in Rom- 
ania fell to about 322.000 last year 
from 381,000 in 1981. 

The last big effort to boost the 
birthrate was made in 1 966. when 
only 274,000 babies were born. Ii 
had short-term success, the num- 
ber of births almost doubling to 

528.000 in 1977, but the birthrate 
soon began declining again and 
since 1977 has gone consistently 
down. 

Official figures show the bir- 
thrate in 1 983 was 1 4.3 per 1 .000. 
but Mr. Ceausescu said it must be 
raised to 1 9 or 20 per 1 ,000. 

This was essential, he said, to 
keep pace with the plans of the 
ruling Communist Parry to raise 
the population from its present 
22.6 million to 25 "million by 1990 
and 30 million by the year 2.000. 

Senior officials said the cou- 
ntryside. in particular was bec- 
oming severely depopulated fol- 
lowing an intensive ind- 
ustrialisation programme which 
had attracted millions of people to 
the cities in the past 40 years. 

A senior Foreign Ministry off- 
icial said some villages had been 
reduced to women and old people 
and that some elementary schools 


had closed because of a lack of 
pupils. 

President Ceausescu cited abo- 
rtion as the main reason for the 
low birthrate. 

The party’s powerful Political 
Executive Committee has agreed 
measures to “ensure an adequate 
increase in population growth." 
These include increased mon- 
itoring of pregnant women by 
state officials to ensure they do not 
have abortions. 

“Party bodies will increase con- 
trols for ... improving the sup- 
ervision of pregnant women.” said , 
the official party daily Scinieia. 

Doctors who perform abo- 
rtions. often for considerable per- 
sonal gain, now face harsh pen- 
alties. Mr. Ceausescu said abo- 
rtions “violate the laws of nature, 
the laws of the state and the.Jaws 
of social development." 

Under a 1 966 law. terminations 
are legal only if a woman is already 
looking after four children, if her 
life is endangered, if she has been 
raped or if incest is involved. 

The president concentrated on 
the need to persuade couples that 
it was patriotic and social duty to 
have children. He condemned 
those who “for the sake of com- 
fort. so as not to create problems 
for themselves.” have no children. 


Mr. Ceausescu made no ref- 
erence to harsh living conditions, 
which appear to be the biggest 
argument against adding to the 
number of mouths to feed. 

Average monthly pay is only 
about 2.000 lei (5 1 40 > and in most 
families both parents have to work 
to make ends meet. They have to 
pay some 400 lei ($28) per month' 
for a creche, while child allowance 
is only 250 lei (SIN). 

Couples who do not have a child 
, within the first year of marriage, 
and single people over 25. already 
pay a so-called "no-child” tax ol 
about seven per cent of their sal- 
ary. 

In purely financial terms, it may 
be advantageous to have the first 
child, but a loss-making venture 
after that. 

In theory the.socialist state pro- 
vides everything necessary to ens- 
’ ure children's welfare, but cash 
shortages among local adm- 
inistrations often makes this imp- 
ossible. 

Parents complain of a lack ol 
play areas. A letter in the con- 
sumer weekly Flacara. signed by 
several children, said: “We used 
to have swings but they took them . 
away ... now we play on pav- 
ements and adults who don’t have 
children drive us away.” 
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Jordan Rally set for Friday 


By Anne Connsell 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — At the close of registration on Monday, 
forty-one cars had registered to compete in the Bei- 
tna Jordan Rally to be held Friday May 1 1. Six of the 
drivers will be participating in a rally for the first 
.time. 


Organised and promoted by the 
Royal Automobile Club of Jordan 
(RAC) and sponsored by Beit Bl 
Mai Saving and Investment for 
Housing Co. Limited, the fourth 
Jordanian National Rally pro- 
mises to be an exciting and closely 
— contested event. The cha- 
llenging 210 kilometre route will 
include 91 kilometres of ‘Special 
Stages’ through the desert and on 
unsurfaced roads. In an interview 
with the Jordan Times. General 
Manager of the RAC Mr. Derek 
Ledger said that the quality of the 
cars entered for the rally is higher 
than that of the International 
Rally last year with several new 
purpose — built Group B cars 
from European factories com- 
peting against the modified Group 
A cars. Three Nissan 240 RS cars, 
two Toyota Celica Rally models, 
two Toyota Corollas and one Opel 
Ascona 400 which came second in 


the safari rally two years ago, wfli 
■aJJ be taking part for the first time 
in a Jordanian Rally although they 
are frequently used in int- 
ernational events. 

“The inclusion .of these spe- 
cialised cars indicates just how 
competitive rallying in Jordan has 
become." said Mr. Ledger, “and 
the increasing number of cars ent- 
ering the rallies here shows the 
growing interest in the sport," he 
added. Many of the drivers who 
competed for the first time in the 
third national rally in February 
have also entered for this rally, 
including His Royal Highness Pri- 
nce Abdullah who will be driving a 
Toyota Corolla GT. 

As usual there will be a novice 
group and an expert group as well 
as 4 classes according to engine 
capacity of the cars. Class 1 inc- 
ludes all cars up to 1300 cc. Class 2 
cars over 1300cc and up to 1600 


cc, Class 3 cars over 1600 cc and 
up to 2000 cc and Class 4 which is 
for all cars over 2000 cc. 

Scrutiueering of the cars will 
take place Wednesday at the 
RAC Driver Training Centre and 
the rally itself will start at -10.00 
a_m. Friday with cars leaving at 
three minute intervals. The ‘Spe- 
cial Stages' will be at Tuneib near 
the Queen Alia International Air- 
port, at Khanzabib — and old rai- 
lway station off the desert highway 
going east, the third Special Stage 
will be near Swaqqa station also 
off the desert highway, and the 
fourth stage will be south of Qat- 
raineh where the cars will regroup 
before returning to the RAC 
along the same route. The four 
Special Stages will be included on 
the return journey giving 8 Special 

Stages, covering a total distance of 
91 kilometres. The first three sta- 
ges will also be used in the int- 
ernational rally which will give 
valuable experience to the Jor- 
danian drivers. 

The communications network 
for the rally will be run by the 
Royal Jordanian Society of Radio 
Amateurs who will provide a radio 
link between the RAC and each 
control point on the route. 



Olympic torch relay begins 


Nicholas Niasiotis (right), Greece's delegate to the 
International Olympic Committee, hands the 
Olympic flame to Richard Sargeout, member of 


the Los Angeles Olympic Organising Committee 
Monday at the site of the original Olympic Games 
(AP wire photo). 





SOPEXA IN ASSOCIATION WITH 

AIR FRANCE AND THE INTERCONTINENTAL HOTELS PRESENT 

E FRENCH FOOD 

OMPETTTION 

Discover the delights of French Food and Flavours and win one of many great prizes. 




French foods and dairy products can be sampled 
at any one of the participating Amman, Irtild 
and Aqaba supermarkets listed below during 
special presentations organized by Sopexa, 
the French Food Council as follows: 

AMMAN 
APRIL 30 -MAY 4 
Khalaf Stores 
Al Boustan 
Sweet 
BWaha 
Picadily 
Luswf 
Rainbow 
Wad dan 



Barcelona says they 
want Menotti to stay on 


BARCELONA (R) — Barcelona 
soccer club said Tuesday they 
wanted Argentine Cesar Luis 
Menotti to stay on as manager of 
the club and played down rep- 
orted statements by Menotti that 
he wanted to give up coaching and ' 
leave. 

Menotti. who has travelled to 
Italy with the Barcelona team fora 
friendly match against Udinese. 
was quoted by the Barcelona new- 
spaper ‘El Periodico* Monday as 
saying he was tired and wanted to 


1st Prize: TWO AIR FRANCE return tickets to PARIS 
plus one week at the 
PARIS INTERCONTINENTAL Hotel. 

2nd Prize: Dinner for four at La Rotisserie, 
InterContinental Hotel, Amman. 

3rd to 1 2th Prizes: A basket of French delicacies. 

1 3th to 22nd Prizes: An assortment of French cheeses, 
23rd to 39 Prizes: Sopexa wind breakers. 

40 to 50 Prizes: Sopexa sport bags. 

Simply fill In the correct answers to the question 
below and could find yourself on your way to Paris. 

Rules of the competition. 

1. Answer all the following questions on this form, 
either by ticking the appropriate box or in the 
provided. 

2. Attach the label of a French food product which 
states that It is made in France. 

Competition deadline: 31st May 1984. 

Questions 

1 . Who said: How can you be expected to govern a 
country that has 346 kinds of cheese7 Was It. 

a) Louis XIV □ b] Charlemagne □ cj Charles de Gaulle □ 
d ) Napoleon □ 

2. Is Pate 

a] Sweet Pastry □ b) Pasta □ cj A cold processed meat 
dellcaty. □ 

3. Napoleon once said that an army marched on its 
stomach. Which of the following did he demand 
instantly and constantly? 

a) Garlic bread □ b] Roast chicken □ 
cj Fresh green salad □ d] Apples. 

4. Which of the following products fit into the 
confectionery category? 

a} Nougat □ b) Parline □ c] Biscuit □ d] Brie □ 

5. Complete the following sentence, using not more 
than 1 0 words. "Discovering the delights of French 

- foods and flavours is like 


Name: 

Address: 

Tel. No.: 

ONLY RESIDENTS OF JORDAN ARE ELIGIBLE 
Mail your answers to: 

French Food Competition, 

P.O. Box T0785, 

Dubai. UAE. 


PASSPORT LOST 


Moh’d Mobarak Ullah, pas- 
sport no. C-881624, nat- 
ionality Bangladeshi, has 
been lost on 5.5.84. If found 
please contact tel. no : 23468. 


Moil'd Mobarak Ullah 


give up his career as a manager. 

“He hasn't had time to decide," 
a spokeswoman for Barcelona 
told Reuters. She said the club 
wanted him to stay on and added 
that neither he nor club officials 
had formally discussed renovation 
of his contract which expires on 
June 30. 

“If I wanted to cany on coa- 
ching it would be with Barcelona, 
because T m very happy here, but 
now all that I want is peace and to 
watch the European Cup. the 
Olympic Games and football, lots 
of football." Menotti was quoted 
as saying. 

“If he wants to go- thenhewilL 
but nothing is cerlain at the mom- 
ent," the club spokeswoman said. 

Menotti whose image is that of 
a laconic, chain-smoking tactician, 
led Argentina to win the 1978 
World Cup final but has failed to 
lift Barcelona to similar triumphs 
in Spain. 

He took over from sacked West 
German manager Udo Lattek in 
March 1983. but even his magic 
touch could not inspire the Bar- 
celona side to victory in the Spa- 
nish League, a title which they 
have failed to regain since bec- 
oming champions in 1974. 


VACANCY FOR A SECRETARY 

An international company is seeking a secretary with the 
following qualifications: 

— Fluency in both the German and English languages 

— Experience in typing, filing and telex operating 

— Capable of assisting in office administration and able to 
work independently 

Attractive salary is offered in accordance with experience 
Interested, call: 667207 
daily 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. except Friday 


Announcement For Deadline 
Extension 

Tenders 14, 15, 16, 17/84 
School Building Projects 
Fifth Education Projects. 

Following the announcement published in the period 
between 7/4 and 11/4/1984 in local newspapers for 
Ajloun, Ramtha, Husun and Jarash Vocational Sch- 
ools. 

(Second Group of the Fifth Education Project). 

The Government tenders Directorate announces the 
extention of deadlines as follows: 

1. Last date to purchase contract documents from pro- 

ject Directorate/Ministry of Education is May 20, 
1984. - 

2. Last date for submitting tenders is 11 a.m. June 3, 
1984 at the Government Tenders Directorate/ 
Ministry of Public Works. 

Chairman, Central Tendering Committee 
Director, Govt Tenders Directorate. 


NEW YORK (AP) — The Oly- 
mpic flame began its cross- 
country odyssey Tuesday in a 
spring shower with the gra- 
ndchildren of two former Oly- 
mpians and a 91 -year-old silver 
medallist carrying the torch thr- 
ough the streets of Manhattan. 

The journey began at United 
Nations Plaza following a brief 
ceremony in which the mayors of 
Los Angeles and New York both 
extolled the virtues of com- 
mercialism, an aspect of this torch 
relay which sparked protests in 
Greece, the birthplace of the 
flame and the Games. 

Gina Hemphill, grand daughter 
of 1936 quadruple gold medallist 
Jesse Owens, and Bill Thorpe Jr., 
grandson of 1912 decathlon- 
pentathlon gold medallist Jim 
Thorpe, jointly accepted the torch 
from Peter Ueberroth, president 
of the Los Angeles Olympic Org- 
anising Committee. 

They ran the first kilometre, the 
torch in Hemp hflfs right hand 
and Thorpe’s left, then handed it 
to 91 -year-old Abel kiviat, the 
oldest living U.S. Olympic med- 
alist. Kiviat, Thorpe's roommate 
at the 1912 Summer Games in 
Stockholm, Sweden, won the sil- 
ver in the 14*00 metres there. 

Kiviat jogged most of his kil- 
ometre, then walked the rest of it. 
A bystander dashed into the rain 
and handed him an American flag. 


which Kiviat waved as he walked. 

The oldest torch-bearer in the 
New York portion of the run then 
passed the flame to the youngest, 
1 2 -year-old New Yorker Timothy- 

Powers. _ 

When the flame was first dis- 
played at the United Nations in 
the "lamp" which housed it during 
its journey Monday from Greece. 
Johnson, gold medal decathlon 
winner in 1960. dipped a sparkler 
into it, then used the sparkler to 
ignite a miniature of the Olympic 
Cauldron which will bum at the 
Memorial Coliseum during the 
July 28- Aug. 12 Summer Games 
in Los Angeles. 

Johnson spoke of the "enh- 
anced programmes” supported by 
ihe $12 million the relay hopes to 
raise through the sale of 3.000- 
dollar youth kilometre legs. 

Thomas Bradley, the Mayor of 
Los Angeles, said the money rep- 
resents "the spirit of people hel- 
ping people.” and Mayor Edward 
Koch of New York said the don- 
ations prove “the Olympic spirit is 
alive and with us every day." 

Two past Olympians are exp- 
ected to cany the flame along the 
relay’s course — former hea- 
vyweight champion Muhammad 
Ali, the light heavyweight gold 
medallist in i960, and Bruce Jen- 
ner. the record-breaking 1976 
gold medallist in the decathlon. 


Anderlecht, Tottenham 
clash in UEFA Cup final 


BRUSSELS (R) — Anderlecht 
will be hoping UEFA Cup final 
opponents Tottenham will be fee- 
ling the effects of the gruelling 
English soccer season when the 
two clubs do battle in the first-leg 
in Brussels Wednesday. 

The holders, who have been 
preparing for the tie for over a 
week, are relaxed and confident. 
And so Lhey should be, for with 74 
goals from 32 league games they 
boast one of the most devastating 
attacks in Europe and appear to 
have a distinct edge over the jaded 
Londoners. 

Tottenham, in contrast, had to 
play twice over the holiday wee- 
kend, although the team which 
was hammered 5-0 at Sou- 
thampton Monday bore no res- 
emblance to the one which will be 
on duty against Anderlecht. 

Manager Keith Budrinshaw left 
out 10 of his probable cup final 
team and the club may now rec- 
eive a hefty fine from the English 
Football League. 

The Belgians have played only 
one league fixture since their dra- 
matic 3-0 victory over Not- 
tingham Forest in the second-leg 
semifinal, a result which took 
them into the final on a 3-2 agg- 
regate. 

But even without the injured 


Osvaido Ardiles and Glenn Hod- 
dle, Tottenham have a large squad 
to choose from and Anderlecht 
will be well aware the Londoners 
have never lost a European fixture 
at White Hart Lane. 

Tottenham are eighth in the 
English first division, three places 
below Forest, but Anderlecht 
coach Paul van Himsi knows that a 
first-leg lead is essential. 

“On paper Nottingham looked 
the more difficult to handle, but I 
think Tottenham play the better 
football.’’ said Van Himst. 

Burkinshaw. who has been 
using his playing staff wisely in 
recent weeks, has other injury 
worries apart from the loss of 
Hoddlc and Ardiles. 

England midfielder Gary .Mab- 
butt is nursing a back injury and 
Mike Hazard, who scored the 
match-winning goal against Yug- 
oslavia’s Hajduk Split in the sem- 
ifinals. is struggling to overcome a 
thigh strain. 

Anderlecht. second in the lea- 
gue behind Beveren after Finishing 
last season as runners up to Sta- 
ndard Liege, have few injury pro- 
blems and Van Himst could field 
the same team which beat ForesL 
though captain Franky Ver- 
cauteren only came on as a sub- 
stitute that night. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Toyota Sports Salon 8/2 C.S. airconditioned with cen- 
tral lock, automatic, tinted glass, double cap, alu- 
minium, metallic brown colour, 1983 model, 8,000 
kms. Call at Zarqa to inspect or 

Tel: 25192 Abu Anton Al Shomali 


VACANCY FOR A GENERAL 
MANAGER IN THE SULTANATE OF 
OMAN 

A leading trading and contracting company in Oman 
requires a general manager who has technical kno- 
wledge and experience in selling of building materials 
glass and mirrors, pest control materials as well as in 
cleaming and forwarding. 

Candidates will be aged between 35 to 45 and have at 
least five years experience in a managerial level cov- 
ering one or more of the activities mentioned above. 

In addition to an attractive salary, terms will include 
car, furnished accommodation, annual leave with pas- 
sage and free medical facilities at government hos- 

Pleast write to: 

The ‘Recruitment Secretary 
Saba & Co. 

P.O. Box 248 
Amman - Jordan 

Giving a lull resume, stating salary expected and enc- 
losing a passport size photograph. 


Ministry of Labour approval No. M/106/84 date 8 & 11984 
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Lagos declares austerity 
budget, slashes spending 


LAGOS (Agencies) — Nigeria's 
mOitaiy rulers, having just rep- 
laced ail the country's currency, 
-set an austerity budget for. 1984 
Monday marked by cuts in gov- 
ernment, spending, .and Monday 
higher interest rates. 

In a nationwide broadcast .the 
head of state. Major-General 
Mohammad Buhari. said gov- 
ernment spending this year would 
be cut by 15 per cent from that 
envisaged in a budget presented 

by the .last cjvilian goyernrnenL 

two days before.it was toppled on 
new year's eve.. .. 

The currency moves was a bid to 
crack down on corruption. 

The government would now 
concentrate on improving its bal- 
ance of payments by cutting imp- 
orts, Major-General Buhari said. 

He announced, interest rates 
would rise by between 1 .5 and two 
percentage points and promised 
easier access. _to credit for small 
farmers in a bid to boost food pro- 
duction. - . 

He said the country’s 19 states 


would be barred from raising 
loans abroad this year as part of 
government efforts to tackle for- 
eign debts and the government 
would make every effort to keep 
oil production, which accounts for 
over 90 per cent of foreign exc- 
hange. up to the 1.3 million bar- 
rels per day quota set by the Org- 
anisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC).The $13.35 
billion 19S4-85 Nigerian budget 
accords priority to agriculture, 
power, petroleum and industry. 

Major-General Buhari said 
$8.1 billion would go towards rec- 
urrent expenditure and $5.25 bil- 
lion towards capital expenditure. 

The recurrent expenditure inc- 
ludes $3.86 billion for the con- 
solidated revenue fund, while 
$4.24 billion would go towards 
"personnel and overhead costs” 
— a reduction of 17 and 15 per 
cent respectively, compared with 
$5.11 billion for 1983 and $5.06 
billion in the draft estimates for 
1984 prepared by the last civilian 
administration. 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — The market closed lower with the prospect of 
higher interest rates dominating sentiment. At 1500 Tuesday the 
F.T. 30 share index was off 8.9 to 906.5. 

Dealers said the smaller than expected rise in U.K. April M3 
money supply prompted a markup in government bonds but rises 
in b ink. lending and producer prices prevented a follow through 
leaving net falls ranging to more than half a point in longer 
maturities. Increases in U.S. prime rates to 12!'i also affected 
sentiment. 

North Americans were mixed and gold shares retreated with 
the bullion price. 

Glaxo closed 1 5p off at 850. BTR fell 7p to 480 and Blue Circle 
at 41 6 was 7p lower. IC1 was 2p higher at 600. while GK.N added 
3p to 206. dealers said. 

B.P. at 503 and Ultramar at 652 were both 12p off in oils. 
Lloyds fell I3p to 599 in lower banks and net falls among ins- 
urances ranged to 1 Op- 

Companies to report Tuesday included British Home-Siore> 
unchanged at 223 and Costain Group down 6p at 286 whik 
AkroyXand Smilhers eased 20p to 535. Cons Gold shed 17p in 
562 and RTZ lost 10p to 647 in a dull mining sector. 


THE BETTER HALF. 




By Harris 






'They say if you eat an ofive it will make you 
romantic. In your case I figured it would 
take 15 jars!" 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 

four ordinary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


LYGUL 



1 1 

□ 

mm 


REELD 



□ 

MM 

mm 


ENDTOE 

| 

□ 

□ 

■« 

mm 


BEWO 

LB 

US 






Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


— •"nnr-m-m 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I JwnWw; GAWKY ELATE CALICO GAMBIT 
. . y .Answir. What you mighl find plenty ofln a burned- 

"out post office — black mail 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

-: LONDONER).-* 

Following aw the buying amtselling rates for. 

leading world currencies ahd'gnld against, the dollar at midday nn I 

the London foreign exchange ami bullion markets Tuesday. 1 

One sterling 

1.38N0/90 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 

1.2955/58 

Canadian dollars j 


2.7807/17 

West German marks 


3.1240/50 

Dutch guilders 


2.2830/40 

Swiss francs 


56.42/45 

Belgian francs 


8.5225/75 

French francs 


1718.00/1719.00 

Italian lire 


228.90/229.00 

Japanese yen 


8.1225/75 

Swedish crowns 


7.8375/8425 

Norwegian crowns 


10.1500/50 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

371.50/372.00 

U.S. dollars 


Dollar may regain 10-year high 


LONDON (R) — The dollar traded sharply higher 
on European foreign exchange markets again Tue- 
sday, and some analysts said it could return to Jan- 
uary’s 10-year highs against the West German 
mark. 


Sterling, though stronger aga- 
inst other major European cur- 
rencies, took another battering 
from the dollar to record its 
lowest-ever London opening of 
1.3863 — down from 1.4050 on 
Friday although slightly up on 
New York’s late 1.3835 Monday. 

Expectations that U.S. interest 
rates could rise even higher and 
fears of strikes in West Germany 
have caused a surge in the dollar 
this month. 

In Frankfurt, the U.S. currency 
was fixed at 2.7812 marks, up 
from 2.7540 Monday and only 
marginally below the 2.7815 seen 
in late New York trading Monday. 

Dollar poised to surge 

Though one Frankfurt dealer 
said he believed the dollar was 
now well over-valued and that a 
reaction would set in. the more 
common view was that the dollar 
was poised to rise further. 

"There's a reasonable chance, 
given firm interest rates, that the 
dollar will get back to its January 
levels." said Mr. David Morrison 
of London financial analysts 
Simon and Coates. 

Monetary economist Mr. Ste- 
phen Lewis of stockbrokers Phi- 
llips and Drew agreed that the 
mark-dollar rate could well return 
to highs touched in January, par- 
ticularly with possible strike act- 
ion in West Germany's eng- 
ineering industry and the lik- 
elihood of U.S. authorities pus- 
hing up interest rates later this 
month. 

Mr. Henry Kaufman, influential 


chief economist of Salomon Bro- 
thers investment firm, predicted 
last week that the absence of an 
effective U.S. fiscal policy would 
cause interest rates to go “spe- 
ctacularly higher" by the end of 
1984 or early 1985. 

Tuesday's opening mark price 
for the dollar of 2.7742 was the 
highest in London since Feb. 2, 
when the dollar was declining 
from the 10-year high of 2.85 
marks hit in Frankfurt in mid- 
January. 

The London markets reopened 
' Tuesday to active trading after 
Monday's May day holiday. 

Mr. Morrison and Mr. Lewis 
agreed that high American int- 
•erest rates and the consequent 
high dollar were bad news for deb- 
tor nations, whose debt rep- 
ayments are made ove- 
rwhelmingly in dollars. 

But Mr. Lewis pointed out that 
the impetus for Western bankers 
to cap interest rates would come 
only if LDCS were under strong 
pressure, so the current upward 
movement in interest rates could 
ironically mean easier terms for 
debtor nations in the long run. 

The dollar was trading at 
2.2.840 Swiss francs at midday, up 
■from 2.2825 at the London ope- 
ning and just over 2.25 on Friday 
evening. 

It traded at 8.5325 French 
francs, compared with 8.5050 at 
the opening and 83590 before the 
May day holiday. 

Mr. Lewis said the higher dollar 
would make it harder for U.S. 
companies to hold onto their mar- 
ket shares and easier for non- 


American Companies to export. 

But the pressure for interest 
rate rises in America's major tra- 
ding partners would be damaging 
for their economic recoveries and 
the higher dollar would be inf- 
lationary for them by raising the 
cost of raw materials. 

“It's a question of swings and 
roundabouts.” he said. 

The weakness of the pound aga- 
inst the dollar is increasing pre- 
ssure on British interest rates, and 
economists say money supply fig- 
ures Tuesday for the four weeks to 
April ! 8 could prompt the major 
banks to raise their base rates. 

Bur though weaker against the 
dollar, sterling was trading at 
3.8610 marks at midday — up 
from 3.8333 at Friday’s close — 
and at 1 1.S405 French francs, up 
from If. 7673. 

In New York, a senior official of 
the Federal Reserve Bank (Fedi 
said that world central bankers, in 
New York for a three-day debate 
on the international debt crisis, 
are unlikely to decide on new 
long-term solutions. 

*‘J wouldn't raise my exp- 
ectations. this is not a meeting of 
decision-makers.” the official, 
who asked that he not be named, 
said Monday night. 

Many of the 20 central bankers 
from industrial and developing 
countries were deputies and only 
several top officials, such as Fed- 
eral Reserve Chairman Paul Vol- 
cker, are attending. 

Monetary experts said the par- 
ticipation of International Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF) Chairman Jac- 
ques De Larosiere meant that 


ideas thrashed out during the sem- 
inar would become part of a gro- 
wing debate on the debt issue. 

Monetary experts said Lhal if 
international interest levels pus- 
hed the rates charged to debtor 
nations above these limits, the 
balance would be added to the 
principal of the loan and payments 
stretched out accordingly. 

Senior Reagan administration 
officials have acknowledged thai 
discussions on the debt crisis have 

been held at a series of meetings of 
middle-ranking officials. 

The issue is also expected to be 
raised at ministerial meetings of 
the Organisation of Economic 
Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) and the Group of 10 lea- 
ding industrial narions later this 
month. 

Third World debLor nations, 
have proposed a plan known as 
“variable repayment.” which is 
expected to be debated here. 

Under the plan, debtor cou- 
ntries would pay a fixed sum each 
year, linked to a percentage of 
their gross national product or 
earnings, for an undetermined 
time. 

The novel scheme would let the 
interest rate portion of rep- 
ayments vary according to market 
trends. Borrowers would no lon- 
ger be plagued with fear every 
time interest rates arc driven up. 

Fears that U.S. interest rates 
could rise sharply in (he coming 
year, pushing up debt interest 
costs, and apprehension about the 
ability of some Latin debtor cou- 
ntries to pay their debts, have 
added to the pressure 


U.S. prime interest rate 
rises to 12.5 per cent 


NEW YORK (R) — Leading 
American banks lifted their prime 
lending rate to 12Vj percent from 
12 per cent Tuesday, the third 
half-point rise in less than two 
months. 

The move was a continuation of 
the sharp rise in U.S. interest rates 
that began on March 1 9 and had 
already pushed the dollar close to 
its peaks of January and early Feb- 
ruary. 

Tuesday’s increase in the rate 
that banks charge their best cor- 
porate customers was led by 
Chase Manhattan Bank and Man- 
ufacturers Hanover Trust. Other 
banks were likely to follow. 

The rise in interest rates, unu- 
sual in a presidential election year, 
is a response in continuing strong 
demand for credit and a tighter 
monetary policy being followed by 
the Federal Reserve Board to 
counter inflationary pressur. 

The central bank has tightened 
its monetary controls to slow the 
rate of expansion of the economy, 
which roared ahead at an annual 
rate of 8.3 per cent in the first 
quarter of the year, threatening 


the bank's long-term aim of non- 
inflarionary growth. 

The second half-point rise in the 
prime rate came on April 6 and 
was followed by a rise in the Fed- 
eral Reserve's (F ed) discount rate, 
at which it lends to banks, to 9 Vi 
per cent. 

Dealers in the foreign exchange 
markets here said Tuesday's rise 
in the prime was fuelling spe- 
culation that the central bank 
would soon raise the discount rate 
again. 

They said the Fed was worried 
about inflationary pressures ari- 
sing from buoyant loan demand 
and from the vigorous growth of 
the U.S. economy. which is exp- 
anding much luster than other 
industrialised democracies. 

However, rising interest rates 
will worry the White House incase 
they damage President Reagan’s 
campaign for re-election. 

The knock-on effect of higher 
U.S. rates is causing concern in 
other countries, particularly the 
heavily indebted developing cou- 
ntries which have to pay in dollars. 


Strike vote threatens 
West German industry 


FRANKFURT (R) — Eng- 
ineering workers in the state of 
Hesse voted in a strike ballot Tue- 
sday. widening the threat of 
large-scale stoppage to back their 
union's demand for a 35-hour 
week. 

The two-day poll of 90.000 
members of the 1G Metall union, 
which covers the key engineering 
and motor industries, fallows a 
poll-of 250.000 workers in t he Stu- 
ttgart area last week which sho- 
wed 80 per cent support for strike 
action. 

1G Metal! reported a good tur- 
nout after voting began with the 
early shift Tuesday morning and 
local union leader Mr. Hans Ple- 
iigen said he was optimistic the 
ballot would dTaw the minimum 
75 per cent support needed for a 
strike. 

The result of the Hesse poll will 
be known when the union’s nat- 
ional executive meets on Thu- 
rsday to plan tactics. Union off- 
icials have said workers in Stu- 
ttgart could down tools as early as 
next Monday with Hesse fol- 
lowing within days. 

The 2.5-million-sirong union. 
West Germany's biggest, says its 
demand for a five-hour cut in the 
working week with no loss of pay 
would create jobs at a lime of mass 
unemployment. 

Employers, backed by the gov- 


Peanuts 


Pear Sweetheart, 
Po you ever 
think of me ? 





Just the other 
day I was thinking 
of you. 




I’m pretty sure 
it was you. 



Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 



Andy Capp 


I‘LL3DlN\OU| , 
PET-ANV JA 
BEER LEFT ^ 
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eminent, reject the idea as likely 
to increase unemployment, push 
up labour costs and deal a severe 
blow to economic recovery. They 
have offered a 3.3 per cent day 
rise, flexible working hours and 
early retirement. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl, who 
has described the 35-hour week as 
stupid. Monday appealed to wor- 
kers to "take the road of reason”. 
An 1G MetalLsrrike would be the 
first major stoppage in his 19 
months in power. 

Strikes around Stuttgart and in 
Hesse appear likely to affect the 
motor industry, one of the i 
fastest-growing * sectors of the j 
West German economy. * 

Prestige carmakers" Daimler- 
Benz and Porsche have plants in 
the area, as do the electrical firm 
Bosch and the instrument maker 
VDO. both of which supply pans 
to the motor industry. 

The effects could also spread 
beyond the immediate strike area. 
When 1G Metall last struck aro- 
und Siuugan in 1 978. car builders 
such as BMW and Volkswagen, 
based outside the area, faced sev- 
ere components shortages. 

The electrical concern AEG- 
Telefunken. which narrowly esc- 
aped bankruptcy in 1982. could 
also be threatened. The company 
Tuesday reponed its first profit in 
15 years. 



OECD sees car demand 
rising 2% a year until 2000 

PARIS — World demand for cars could rise by an average of two 

per cent a yearjintil the end of the century, a report by the 24- nation 
group. Organisation lor Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) said. Demand will rise fastest in newly industrialising and 
developing countries. Increases would be slower in industrialised 
countries, where markets were almost saturated and S5 per cent of 
the demand was to replace older cars. The study said international 
cooperation between firms should increase, but it expected no imp- 
ortant mergers. Increasing use of robots could reduce new job opp- 
ortunities in the future, but the report said low demand was res- 
ponsible for a recent fall in employment in ear plants. The report said 
North America and the European Community would still have much 
the largest car markets in the year 20U0. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY >, 1984 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: A day when ifc is 
necessary that you do everything in a meticulous 
fashion; although it is in no way exciting, if you want 
conditions to work out well, it is necessary to do so. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Be enthused about 
whatever your work is and get much done beautifully, 
even if delays occur. Take it easy tonight. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Plan early to get into 
new outlets that can lift you out of the doldrums and 
make your life happier and more profitable. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) There may be a myriad 
of small tasks to be handled at home, so see to it that 
they are done. Invite friends in for the evening. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) First handle 
desk work wisely: then have important talks with 
associates. Tonight is best for being with a companion. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) Be more practical and handle 
your affairs more intelligently. Be sure you handle finan- 
cial affairs correctly. Be romantic in the evening. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Get yourself into the 
position that is most to your liking. Feel happier. You 
are a discriminating person and get fine results. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 221 Early get business affairs 
attended to wisely; later, handle personal affairs quietly. 
Enjoy some romantic interlude in your own Way. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Being with the most 
precise friends you know and getting their views fra* your 
personal advancement is wise now. Take it easy tonight. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Good day for 
handling any credit and career matters that are impor- 
tant. Gain backing from a powerful individuaL 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Plan how to get out 
of that rut you are in. Cultivate a new acquaintance, and 
turn this person into a good friend. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Get busy at business 
affairs that can give you a greater abundance and make 
property more valuable. Be happy with your mate. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Discussions with your 
partners can lead to something very worthwhile, so get 
in touch with them early. Be with a charming person. 

1F.YOXIR CHILDMSBORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be one who will be able. to make fine plans and then carry 
through with them, so be sure to give as fine an educa- 
tion as you can and teach to understand the motivations 
behind any activity. Provide good spiritual training. 

• * * 

"The Stars impel; they do not compel." What you 
make of your life is largely up to you! 

© 1984, The McNaught Syndicate, Inc. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Olive Dunn 


ACROSS 
1 Grate 
5 Exert 
friction 
8 Food fish 

13 Release 

15 WWIIagcy. 

16 Purport 

17 Remain 
unyielding 

19 Maintain In 
reasoning 

20 Drinking 
mug 

21 Motor 
adjustments 

23 Piggy bank 
contribu- 
tions 

24 Limit 


25 Bandleader 
Brown 

26 Abundant 
28 Draw 

31 Senor’s 
gold 

32 Confine 

33 Fr. assent 

34 Come to — 
(agree) 

37 Painfully 
exposed 
39 Impatient 
43 Consumed 
45 Sp.aunt 

47 — the fine 

48 Substitutes 

50 Constituent 

51 Toper 

53 Conjunction 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved 


[dIbiaIlI 


rmuni’i i wiir i 


wnsiEi Banna nam 
□Baa nniHan aaa 
aunnnaaanaaaa 



T\ 2 


54 Davenport 

56 Machine 
lever 

58 Coiffures 

61 Improvise 

62 Confront 
defiantly 

64 Farinaceous 

65 Lord 

66 Museol 
poetry 

67 Word with 
agent or 
box 

68 Slangy 
reply 

69 Collar or 
jacket 

DOWN 

1 Metal 
coating 
Rectangular 
pier 

3 Represent 

4 Little 
finger 

5 Auto type 

6 — and 
downs 

7 Grow fat 

8 Superior 
person 

9 Bare 

10 Swallow up 

11 Jeweler’s 
magnifier 

12 Lock 


14 Mild cheese 

18 New 

22 Destroy 

26 Nonsense! 

27 Dander 

29 Violin 
maker 

30 For shame! 

35 Wrestler’s 
milieu 

36 Certain 
travelers 

38 Musical 
box 

40 Refuse to 
change 

41 Pinnacle 

42 Still 

44 Organic 
compound 

46 Native of 
Thailand 

48 Upright 
stone 
slabs 

49 Stylish 

50 Matched set 
of jewelry 

51 Official 
seal 

52 Law and — 

55 Direction 

to a reader 

57 Feels pain 

59 Ger. king 

60 Before 
long 

63 Cravat 
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Duarte vows to crush 
alvador death squads 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — Christian Democrat can- 
didate Jose Napoleon Duarte, expected to win last 
Sunday's presidential election in El Salvador, has 
vowed 'to end right-wing death squads and human 
right abuses. 


aid. 


"We will create a special pre- 
sidential commission to track 
down, investigate and prosecute 
all those found to be involved in 
the death squads." he told a press 
conference Monday night. 

Official results of the U.S.- 
sponsored election were not exp- 
ected to be published until Wed- 
nesday. but Mr. Duane said he 
had taken 55 percent of the votes. 

Sunday’s polling was a run-off 
because none of the original eight 
candidates won an outright maj- 
ority in a first round of voting on 
March 25. 

Rival candidate Roberto 
d'Aubuissnn of the extreme 
right-wing Nationalist Republican 
Alliance \ ARENA) said Mr. Dua- 
rte had a 1 0 per cent lead but ref- 
used to concede defeat. 

Vlr. Duarte said he would curb 
abuses by military and civilian 
authorities. 

"1 am going to strengthen the 
motion begun several years ago 
within the armed forces to correct 


the defects and abuses of power in 
the military," he said- "It is vital 
that they recognise their apolitical 
and neutral role in national def- 
ence and national security.” 
Human rights abuses and the 
activities of shadowy rightist death 
squads have been the main obs- 
tacle to increased military aid to El 
Salvador from the United States, 
the government's main armourer 
and financier in its war against 
left-wing guerrillas. 


Referring to himself as “the 
president-elect of El Salvador.” 
Mr. Duane issued a statement to 
"the democratic countries of the 
world,” calling on them to "help 
the people of El Salvador and 
simultaneously contirbuting to the 
security and stability of our hem- 
isphere.” 

He said that in order to thwart a 
takeover by leftist guerrillas "we 
need adequate economic and mil- 
itary assistance from all the cou- 
ntries of the world, especially... 
from the American government.” 

Western diplomats said the U.S. 
government. El Salvadors chief 
armourer and financier, was so 
confident of a Duarte victory that 
the State Depanmenl had already 



A guerrilla lies dead in the foreground near the town 
square of San Miguel in the eastern part of El Sal- 
vador Sunday. Three guerrillas were killed by gov- 


ernment troops in si de the city after they tried to 
disrupt voting whb sniper fire (AP wirepboto) 


Military sources said Monday ' made plans for him to visit Was- 


army chief of staff Adolfo Bla- 
ndon was planning a purge of 
hard-line rightist officers, des- 
igned to convince the U.S. Con- 
gress that the high command was 
making efforts to crack down on 
death squads. 

One of the moves included Tre- 
asury Police Chief Col. Nicolas 
Carranza who has been accused in 
public of links with death squads. 

Mr. Duarte Tuesday made an 
urgent call to the United Slates to 
send more military and economic 


hi 


ngtoi 


on later this month, 
visit, they said, was des- 
igned to help the White House 
argue its case for increased mil- 
itary aid to the Salvadorean army. 

U.S. officials believe Mr. Dua- 
rte's image as a promoter of social 
and economic reforms will help to 
persuade Congress. 

Mr. Duarte said he would seek, 
to get the guerrillas to put down 
their arms but promised to “fight 
to defend the triumph of dem- 
ocracy in El Salvador.” 


1 dead, 41 injured after Panama elections 


PANAMA CITY ( R l — One per- 
son was killed and 41 others were 
injured when violence flared after 
Panama's first free elections in 16 
years, police, said. 

They said heavily-armed men 
wearing colours of the ruling Rev- 
olutionary Democratic Party 
l PRD) opened fire Monday on 
opposition supporters outside the 
Legislative Palace, where they 
were waiting for election results. 

inside the palace, officials con- 
vnued tallying votes but no results 
were known, more than 24 hours 
after polling stations closed. Both 
candidates claim to have won on 
the basis of unofficial results. 

Members -of the country's all- 
powerful National Guard on duty 
at the palace did not intervene 
when shooting broke oul and 
Guard re-inforcemenisscnt to the 
palace mingled outside with the 
armed ch ilians. witnesses said. 

A spokesmen for the opposition 
said Monday delays in vote cou- 
nting had raised suspicions of ele- 
ctoral manipulation by the Guard, 
traditionally a dominant force in 
Panamanian politics. 

Guard Chief Gen. Manuel Ant- 
onio Noriega has said the force 
was neutral in the elections and 
would respect the outcome. 

The official television station 
Monday niaht accused members 


of the opposition, which is led by 
82 -year-old Arnulfo Arias, of ins- 
tigating Monday's violence but it 
gave no details of the incident. 

Reporters in the legislative bui- 
lding saw some 400 people tlee in 
terror when shooting borke out in 
the square where they had been 
awaiting results all day- 

After the shooting 12 heavily- 
armed civilians wearing PRD col- 
ours entered the building unc- 
hallenged. then left after ten min- 
utes. 

Mr. Arias, three times president 
and ousted as many times by the 
Guard, fought Sunday's poll aga- 
inst PRD candidate Nicolas Ard- 


ito Barleta who claimed to be 
ahead by 221,000 votes. 

Mr. Arias, also claiming victory, 
issued a warning Monday that 
“the peace of the public depends 
on the behaviour of the authorities 
in counting yesterday's vote”. ^ 

Diplomatic sources said that 
despite the Guard's pledge of neu- 
trality. it would be reluctant to 
accept victory by Mr. Arias, who 
they said resented the tradition of 
military involvement in politics 
here. 

They said the Guard feared Mr. 
Arias could move to curb its 
power over government. 
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Post says Federal agents 
are probing Libyan moves 


Pope holds mass for feuding tribesmen 


MOUNT HAGEN. Papua New 
Guinea (R) — Pope John Paul 
celebrated an open air mass bef- 
ore feuding tribesmen in the South 
Pacific island of Papua New Gui- 
nea Tuesday and told them Chr- 
istianity had brought them tog- 
ether. 

The 250.000-strong con- 
gregation included tribesmen 
from some highland areas who 
saw iron tools and wheels for the 
first time only about 50 years ago 
when explorers penetrated the 
thick jungle. 

The Pope, who had flown from 
Port Morseby to this highland 
town, said mass in Pidgin Eaglish 
from a platform with a grass- 
matting roof to shade him from 
the scorching sun. 

The people, most of them bar- 
efoot. waited on a muddy golf cou- 
rse and cheered "Mi Pela Likum 
Yu” (I like you) as the pontiff, 
wearing a white cassock and 
wide-brimmed red hat, arrived for 
the mass in a white open jeep. 

Tribal dancers, including bare- 
breasted women wearing banana 
leaf skirts and men whose bodies 


glistened with ointment, per- 
formed ritual dances as the Pope 
arrived. 

In his sermon from an altar pla- 
tform decorated with arrows, spe- 
ars and shields, the Pope said he 
was greeting them as many dif- 
ferent tribes with different cul- 
tures and languages. 

He told them that by par- 
ticipating in the mass together 
"you have grown to one people.” 

There has been a recent res- 
urgence of tribal warfare in the 
highlands with rival clans using 
bows and arrows and spears aga- 
inst each other. 

Local people said the Pope had 
an understandable pronunciation 
of Pidgin, the most widely com- 
prehended of this country's more 
than 700 languages and dialects. 

The Pope, who had spent hours 
practising the language in his pri- 
vate chapel at the Vatican, paid 
tribute to the first Christian mis- 
sionaries who arrived here a cen- 
tury ago. particularly those who 
were killed during their work. 

Tom tom drums throbbed dur- 


ing the mass and white mis- 
sionaries led the crowd in singing 
religious songs as tribal dancers' 
performed before the Pope. 

Raia during the night had left 
ankle-deep mud and the Pope sli- 
pped as he walked towards the 
altar but he did not fall. 

The Pope flew the 500 kil- 
ometres back to the capital Port 
Moresby, after the mass to meet 
groups of sick people, priests, 
nuns. local bishops and gov- 
ernment officials. 

There was a minor hitch on the 
flight which took him to his hig- 
hlands mass when the Fokker. 
F-2R's auxiliary power system fai- 
led. But there were no problems 
on board and the plane landed 
safely. 

The twin-engine aircraft was 
flown back to Port Moresby for 
repairs while the Pope was saying 
mass, an airline spokesman said. 

Aviation officials said the Pope 
was never in any danger. The 
power unit failure caused some of 
the interior lights to fail but did 
not affect the running of the jet 
engines. 


Earthquake 
kills 1, 
injures 61 
in Italy 



ROME (R) — At least one person 
was killed and 61 were injured by 
a strong earthquake which shook 
southern Italy Monday night, lea- 
ving hundreds homeless and cau- 
sing widespread damage to roads 
and buildings, officials said Tue- 
sday. 

A spokesman for the Civil Pro- 
tection Ministry, which is co- 
ordinating rescue operations, said 
an 87-year-old woman had died of 
sbock while most of the injured 
were burt by falling masonry. 

The National Geophysics Ins- 
titute. which monitors seismic act- 
ivity, said tremors had continued 
throughout the night although 
they were significantly less strong 
than the first shock, which mea- 
sured eight on the open-ended 
Mercalli Scale. 

It said the quake, which had its 
epicentre in a mountain village in 
the sparsely populated Abruzzo 
region, was powerful enough to 
cause buildings to collapse. It 
shook buildings in Rome and was 
felt as far north as Perugia in cen- 
tral Italy. 

The ministry spokesman said no 
precise estimate of the number of 
homeless was yet available alt- 
hough 127 caravans had already 
been installed in the stricken area 
and another 500 were on th- 
way. . 

He said 51 villages had been hit 
by the earthquake, in one village. 
Fanni Del Sonnio. not far from the 
epicentre at San Donato Val Di 
Comino, 600 people had been 
evacuated after 80 per cent of the 
buildings suffered serious dam- 
age. 

Teams of military engineers 
were rushed to the scene to assess 
damage. 

Eyewitnesses reported that 
hundreds of homes in the Abruzzo 
region had been damaged. Most 
buildings were still standing alt- 
hough many roofs had caved in. 


Woman trying 
to climb Everest 


KATMANDU. Nepal CAP) — 
After spending the night at the 
South Col. an Indian woman left 
the 7 . 985 -mctrc high pass Tue- 
sday for her final assault on the 
8.848-metre (2V.02S-fooi)-high 
peak of Mount Everest, the base 
camp reported by radio. Rita 
Gorabu. 27. was accompanied by 
Ll Col. Prem ChanJ. 42. and she- 
rpa guide Ang Dorje. The three 
climbers were reported spotted at 
around 8.3S4 metres Tuesday 
along the southeast ridge of the 
world’s highest peak. Doric was 
not using oxygen but the other two 
had on oxygen masks, the base 
camp reported. Meanwhile, a sec- 
ond assault group including ano- 
ther woman. Chandra Prabha 
Aitwal. 42. and Phu Dorje was 
reported following the first assault 
group as a support parry, planning 
to put a camp somewhere between 
the South Col and the summit. 


Iranian bank orders 
* modest dresses 9 


WASHINGTON (R) — Federal 
agents are investigating whether 
Libyan leader Muammar Oad- 
hafTs government tried to inf- 
luence U.S. domestic affairs by 
giving money and other help to 
black activist groups, the Was- 
hington Post reported Tuesday. 

Quoting U.S. government off- 
icials. the Posi said the inv- 
estigation grew out of surveillance 
by the Federal Bureau of Inv- 
estigation (FBI) into Libya’s mis- 
sion to the United Nations in New 
York. 

The officials, who declined to be 
identified, told the newspaper the 
surveillance began in 1981 after 
U.S. officials received reports of a 
possible Libyan-inspired ass- 
assination plot against Jeane Kir- 
kpatrick. the U.S. ambassador to 
the U.N. 

The newspaper said the FBI had 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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HIGH CARDS ARE PRECIOUS 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
4 AQ5 
T J3 

0 A J 1073 
4 K72 


EAST 
* 83 
A 754 2 
0 9654 
4 108 


WEST 
4 J 10962 
T 986 
v K 

4 J965 

SOUTH 
4 K74 
T K Q 10 
•: QS2 
C* A Q 4 3 
The bidding: 

South West 
I NT Pass 
4 . 7 * Pass 
Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of 4 


North East 
4 4 Pass 
6 NT Pass 


his hand. Since there was no 
way that declarer could come 
to twelve tricks if he had to 
lose a diamond, he needed to 
find West with the king of 
diamonds to make his con- 
tract. The fate of the hand 
hinged on the diamond 
finesse, so declarer briskly 
led the queen of diamonds at 
trick two. 

The finesse succeeded, but 
the contract failed. East's 
nine of diamonds became a 
stopper in the suit, and 
declarer had no way to come 
to twelve tricks without 
losing a trick in each red suit. 


There are not too many of 
us who have such riches that 
we can afford to squander 
them. South was unneces- 
sarily profligate on this hand, 
and he paid heavily for his 
crime. 

North decided that his 
reasonable five -card suit 
made hfs hand worth 
somewhat more than the 15 
points it counted in high 
cards. So he launched into 
the Gerber Convention to 
check on aces; and then bid 
the small slam when he found 
that his' side held an 
appropriate number. 

West led the jack- of 
spades, and declarer won in 


South's play would have 
been correct only if he had no 
more entries to his hand. 
Since it was more likely that 
West held a guarded king of 
diamonds than a singleton 
king, the percentage play in 
that case would then have 
been to lead the queen of 
diamonds for the finesse. 

However, declarer had 
plenty of entries to his hand. 
It would have cost him 
nothing to protect against 
the possibility of a singleton 
king of diamonds by first 
leading a low card from his 
hand. Note, however, that if 
the king does not appear on 
the first diamond finesse, 
declarer should lead the 
queen of diamonds next. 
That allows him to pick up 
the whole suit should West 
have started with K-9-x-x. 


evidence that Libyan Foreign 
Minister Ali Treiki was using the 
U.N. mission to pass money to 
black activists who exhibited sym- 
pathy for Libya's radical goals for 
Third World revolutionary mov- 
ements. 

The officials did not identify 
American individuals or groups 
which received money from 
Libya. 

Foreign governments are per- 
mitted to donate money to Ame- 
rican organisations if it is given 
openly for educational, cultural or 
philanthropic purposes. 

But the Foreign Services Reg- 
istration Act requires individuals 
or groups receiving such money to 
register with the Justice Dep- 
artment if the funds are used to 
influence U.S. policy for the ben- 
efit of the donating nation. 

Robert Thabit. a New York att- 
orney who is the legal adviser to 
Libya's U.N. mission, told the 
Post that Libyan officials had ass- 
ured him their representatives had 
"no intention of violating the laws 
of the United States or of trying to 
affect internal domestic policies.” 


Hart faces 
survival test 


Kohl’s 


amnesty plan 
under attack 


BONN (R) — West Germany's 
opposition Social Democrats, 
accusing Christian Democratic 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl of ben- 
ding the law to protect the rich and 
powerful, have launched a cam- 
paign against a proposed amnesty 
for politicians and company exe- 
cutives who have evaded tax on 
political contributions. 

The offensive was opened by 
Social Democratic Party (SPD) 
parliamentary leader Hans- 
Jochen Vogel, who turned a 
prime-time television address 
Monday night on the June Eur- 
opean Parliamentary elections 
into an indictment of the Kohl coa- 
lition's amnesty proposal. 

Accusing Mr. Kohl and Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher 
of seeking to protect law- 
breakers, Mr. Vogel said the amn- 
esty plan was secretly worked out 
and sprung on the country as a 
surprise in a bid to avoid public 
discussion. 

He called the proposed amnesty 
"a grave blow to justice” and tbe 
"trickiest attack on the just state 
since the foundation of the Fed- 
eral Republic", and he urged vot- 
ers to send letters of protest to his 
office in Bonn. 

The amnesty, approved last 
week by the three parliamentary 
parties in Mr. Kohl's coalition, 
would amend the law to lift the 
threat of prosecution from exe- 
cutives and politicians in an est- 
imated 1 ,800 cases of tax evasion. 


DENVER. Colorado (R) — With 
a boost from voters in his home 
state of Colorado. Senator Gary 
Hart Tuesday lakes on Walter 
Mondale in four primaries that 
could add up to a survival test of 
his campaign to win the Dem- 
ocratic Party's presidential nom- 
ination. 

While the selection of 43 del- 
egates for Sen. Hart was virtually 
assured, based on selection of del- 
egates to county caucuses, the 
final county tabulations were not 
expected until Tuesday afternoon. 
The process ends with a state con- 
vention next month. 

Early returns showed that Sen. 
Hart was likely to carry all 63 cou- ’ 
□ties. In a pro-labour county in 
southern Colorado. Sen. Hart rec- 
eived 156.5 delegates, against 
nine for black activist Jesse Jac- 
kson and 3.5 for former Vice- 
President Walter Mondale. 

The Colorado contest, how- 
ever, was a mere warm-up for 
Tuesday’s four primaries, with a 
total of 368 nominating con- 
vention delegates at stake in Ohio 
(154). Indiana (77), North Car- 


olina (75) and Maryland (62). 
Although Sen. Hart insists ne 


will carry his "new ideas” cam- 
paign all the way to the July con- 
vention. few analysts give him 
much chance to stop Mr. Mon- 
dale's bandwagon unless he starts 
now. and especially in Ohio. 

Mr. Mondale was favoured in 
Ohio, but the state is diverse eno- 
ugh in its population makeup to 
give Sen. Hart room for an upset.' 


Sikh extremists, police exchange fire 


NEW DELHI (R) — Sikh ext- 
remists Tuesday exchanged fire 
with police and set a shop and a 
Hindu temple garden on fire in 
India’s Punjab state, the Press 
Trust of India (PTI) said. 

PTI said police arrested some 
extremists and seized arms after 
the shootout near Ludhiana. It 
gave no details. 

Ludhiana, in central Punjab, is 
an important industrial area 
where some of India's biggest kni- 
twear and hosiery factories are 
situated. 

Unidentifiied men also set fire 
to a cigarette stall in the Sikh holy 
city of Amritsar which is the cen- 
tre of a militant campaign by the 
sect for religious and political con- 
cessions, it added. 


Sikhs are forbidden to smoke by 
their religion and militant mem- 
bers of the sect want shops selling 
cigarettes to be removed from 
Amritsar. 

PTI said that in another inc- 
ident. a fire broke out on the lawns 
of a Hindu temple in the Sangrur 
area of southern Punjab. 

Extremists have attacked sev- 
eral Hindu temples in Punjab 
since the start of the Sikh cam- 
paign nearly two years ago. More 
than 200 people have died in Pun- 
jab this year in ethnic violence 
involving Hindus and Sikhs. 

Indian Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi’s son Rajiv said Monday 
his mother would soon deal with 
the situation in Punjab, PTI rep- 
orted. 


Mr. Rajiv, speaking at a raee 
ting of leaders of the youth wing of 
Gandhi's Congress (I) Party, app- 
ealed to people to back Mrs. Gan- 
dhi whom he said would act on the 
Punjab issue when the time was 
ripe 

The party announced plans to 
launch a campaign in Punjab from 
May 1 5 to explain to the people its 
stand on extremist violence in the 
state and on Sikh demands. 

Sikh demands include a greater 
share in river waters and the mer- 
ging of Punjab with Punjabi- 
speaking areas in neighbouring 
states. 

PTI said Rajiv Gandhi, a gen- 
eral secretary of the Congress (I), 
may join other party leaders who 
will visit the state* 


Veterans to find ways of managing $180m 


NEW YORK (R) — American. 
Australian and New Zealand war 
veterans who said they were poi- 
soned by the defoliant agent Ora- 
nge in Vietnam must now decide 
how to use their $180 million 
worth of compensation. 

Seven major U.S. chemical 
companies agreed in an out- 
of-court settlement Monday to 
pay the record liability settlement 
into a fund for the veterans. It 
could take up to two years for the 
veterans to find a way of managing 
the money and establishing sci- 
entific protocols to evaluate cla- 
ims against the fund, which with 
interest is expected to grow to 
about $250 million. 

Steven Schlegel, one of the vet- 
erans' lawyers, said the def- 
endants themselves would have no 


control over the money. 

"The veterans can recommend 
the amount of money that can be 
set aside to grow as a reserve for 
probable claims that might arise in 
the future,” he said. 

Some of those claims can be 
expected to come from children 
the veterans say may be bom to 
them in the future with horrible 
birth defects. 

Between 10,000 and 50,000 
veterans from the three countries 
have said they have cancer, nerve 
disorders and other illnesses ari- 
sing form exposure to agent Ora- 
nge. 

Agent Orange, named after 
Orange identifying bands around 
the drums in which it was stored, 
was sprayed on millions of acres of 


South Vietnam in an effort to des- 
troy crops and cover for the 
enemy. 

Monday’s agreement ended a 
six-year-old lawsuit. 

‘‘We wanted to get a settlement 
that would last 25 years,” said 
Gene Locks, another lawyer for 
the veterans. “Meanwhile the 
money is accumulating about 
$61,000 a day in interest,” he 
added. 


He said - Australian and New 
Zealand veterans, who he est- 
imated at about 5,000, will have 
their claims treated exactly the 
same as the Americans. 

The lawyers said any veteran 
can make a claim after he dis- 
covers a problem for the first 
time. 


UNESCO to listen to suggestions for reform 


PARIS (AP) - UNESCO 

Director-General Mahtar M’Bow 
said Monday that he is prepared to 
listen and act on suggestions at a 
meeting this week to improve the 
embattled United Nations agency. 

"We have always tried to imp- 
rove as much as possible the fun- 
ctioning of the organisation and 
we will try to do so in the future," 
he said in an interview. He said he 
does not expect a showdown at the 
meeting of the organisation’s exe- 
cutive board, starting Wednesday, 
which is scheduled to discuss the 
U.S. decision to withdraw from 
the organisation at the end of the 
year. 

In an interview with the Ass- 
ociated Press, the 63-year-old 
Senegalese educator refused to 
answer any questions on all- 
egations of inefficiency, mis- 
management and corrupt at the 
Paris headquarters of the 161- 
nation U.N. Educational Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organisation. 

"Tell people who criticise 
UNESCO to do so before the gov- 
erning bodies of the_ org- 
anisation,” he said. "1 will not 
reply in the press to whatever poi- 
nts of view have been raised by 
anyone. I answer all questions 
from members of the executive 


board.” 

The meeting of the 5 1 -nation 
board, which starts Wednesday, 
will be the first session of a UNE- 
SCO governing body since U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan's adm- 
inistration announced last Dec- 
ember its decision to withdraw at 
the end of 1984. Britain also has 
said it will review its participation. 

The board will consider pro- 
posed reforms Mr. M'Bow has 
said he is preparing, as well as sug- 
gestions on improving operations 
from the Western nations (hat 
provide nearly three quarters of 
UNESCO’s $ 187-million annua! 
budget. 

Mr. M’Bow spoke in French in 
his office on the fifth floor of the 
agency’s gull wing-shaped hea- 
dquarters building on Paris' left 
bank. 

According to western dip- 
lomats. any real reform of UNE- 
SCO will have to involve Mr. 
M'Bow. The secretariat he directs 
has become the nerve centre of the 
organisation, while the national 
delegations have been relegated 
to secondary status. 

However. Mr. M’Bow said it 
was “an exaggeration” to say the 
secretariat he heads dominates the 
organisation because it controls 


the flow of paperwork. The pro- 
grammes and budget adopted, he 

said, evolve from an extensive 
consulting process involving gov- 
ernments and other international 
bodies and are then approved by 
at conferences by consensus or 
without a vote. 

He said it was the member sta- 
tes. through the executive board 
and the decision-making general 
conference held every two years, 
that decide on UNESCO’s pro- 
grammes and approve its budget. 

Mr. M’Bow would not discuss 
efforts at UNESCO to establish a 
"new world information and 
communication order” and to 
promote a concept of “people’s 
rights’’ in contrast to individual 
rights. 

Western critics say efforts to 
establish the new information 
order threaten freedom of the 
press and say governments could 
use the concept of“peoples right” 
to override human rights. 

■‘The member states decide on 
these programmes and in any case 
they consume only a small fraction 
of UNESCO’s budget.” he said. 
Most of UNESCO's funds go to 
programmes to eliminate ill- 
iteracy. to collect- and analyse sci- 


entific data and to preserve cul- 
tural heritage. 

Asked if he felt the U.S. dec- 
ision to withdraw was a comment 
on his stewardship, he said it 
would be better to ask Was- 
hington. 

The United States has refrained 
from criticising Mr. M’Bow per- 
sonally, saying its decision to wit- 
hdraw was based on a belief the 
organisation had become too pol- 
iticised. was anti-Western and 
overspent. 

Mr. M’Bow has said it was his 
“most ardent desire” to see the 
United States remain in the org- 
anisation in order to preserve its 
universality whatever Americans 
or anyone else think of him and 
UNESCO. 

He did not answer when asked if 
he would consider resigning if that 
would make the Americans rec- 
onsider Lheir decision to leave 
UNESCO. 


Asked if he would seek another 
seven-year term when his present 
period in office ends in 1987, Mr. 
M'Bow said he never sought ele- 
ction and that in 1974 and in 1981 
he was the unanimous choice to 
lead the organisation. 


LONDON (R) — British women 
working in the London branch of 
Iran's biggest bank arc angry at 
being ordered to cover their heads 
and arms and wear dark clothing 
and minimal make-up. The bank 
told the 50 women they would be 
sent home Tuesday unless they 
obeyed. The women at the bank 
Melli Iran, most of them British, 
complained to their trade union, 
which said it had advised them to 
ignore the order. "It is unr- 
easonable and they should not 
comply with it.” said the neg- 
otiating officer of the Banking. 
Insurance and Finance Union. 
John Townsend. 


Exiled Tunisian 
king delays wedding 


LONDON (R) — The exiled king 
of Tunisia Monday postponed his 
marriage to a young Eng- 
lishwoman after being told he has 
meningitis, the bride's mother 
said. King Rechad AI Vlahdi. 36. 
was due to marry Caroline Mac- 
kenzie. an Oxford University gra- 
duate. next Saturday, said her 
mother. Penelope Mackenzie. But 
doctors confirmed Monday he has 
meningitis and he will remain in a 
London hospital for at least three 
weeks, she said- The monarch was 
crowned child king of Tunisia in 
1957 but lost his throne and was 
forced to leave the country within 
a few months when Tunisia bec- 
ame a republic. He now works as a 
stockbroker at a London firm 
where he met his future queen- 
-in-exile -in -November 1982. They 
became engaged 15 months ago. 


British envoy 
gets hate mail 


LONDON (R) — Oliver Miles. 
Britain s former ambassador to 
Libya, says he is being deluged by 
hate mail for abandoning a pet 
rabbit when he left Tripoli last 
month. The case of Honeybun. the 
embassy rabbit, caused such a fur- 
ore among British animal lovers 
that a national newspaper has paid 
tor it to be flown home. The ani- 
mal was forgotten in the rush 
when the embassy was evacuated 
and diplomatic relations severed 
last month over the shooting of a 
policewoman outside Libya's 
London embassy. "We have been 
getting dozens of nasty letters 
every day,” Mr. Miles told rep- 
orters. "It has made 


me veiy 


cross." He added: "It shows how 
silly the British public are about 
animaU 1 The ambassador’s wife, 
J uha Miles, said of the rabbit: " I 
w«h we had eaten it before we 
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